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COUNTRY Financial has announced 
changes to the underwriting require-
ments for non-farm clients in Illinois.

Starting Jan. 1, COUNTRY will no 
longer require an Illinois Farm Bureau 
membership for non-farm policies. 
COUNTRY clients who have farm-relat-
ed policies will still need an IFB member-
ship to maintain their policy.

Jim Jacobs, CEO of COUNTRY 
Financial, said the Bloomington-based 
insurance company operates in a highly 
competitive marketplace and its business 
practices need to remain “contemporary 
with current realities.”

“We’ve consistently made and will keep 
making tough decisions,” Jacobs said. 
“This decision is no different. And I’m 
confident that this is the right one for our 
clients, our agency force and COUNTRY.”

COUNTRY has a longstanding history 
with IFB. The insurance company, cre-
ated by IFB, was born in the 1920s dur-
ing difficult economic times and from 
a desire to make sure farmers had ac-
cess to adequate and reliable insurance. 
COUNTRY now provides insurance to 
nearly a million customers in 19 states.

“COUNTRY remains committed to 
Illinois farmers and their families, the 
Illinois Farm Bureau and county Farm 
Bureaus throughout the state,” Jacobs 
said. “A strong Farm Bureau is a strong 
COUNTRY and vice versa. That’s been 
true for a hundred years and will be true 
for another hundred years.”

IFB President Brian Duncan said: 
“Illinois Farm Bureau understands the 
rationale for the changes COUNTRY re-
cently announced. COUNTRY and Farm 
Bureau have a long and successful history 
together, and we will maintain our strong 
relationship into the future.”

West Central FS covers 2025 4-H Dues
For the 2025 4-H Year, West Central FS has once 

again covered the $20 4-H dues for all members in 
Knox, Warren, Henderson, Fulton, McDonough, 
and Hancock counties in Illinois as well as Lee 
County in Iowa. 

This year, 1,199 members are enrolled in 4-H 
in these counties, up from 1,096 in 2024. West 
Central FS also donates to each of the fairs and 
livestock shows with a $1,000 premium per show. 
Knox County 4-H Coordinator Emma Eathington 
said, “We are incredibly grateful for the community’s support of our 4-H members. Our 
county’s enrollment is steadily increasing, driven by the community’s enthusiasm and our 
members’ eagerness to learn and grow. I truly appreciate all that this community does to 
encourage our members, and I am very proud of the strong support system that is shown 
to our kids in all that they do.” 

2025AgriculturalLeaders
OF TOMORROW

AgriculturalLeaders
OF TOMORROW

APPLICATION 
DEADLINE:

November 1st

INTERVIEW 
DATE: 

December 3rd

(Zoom)

APPLY 
TODAY

Dr. Steve Johnson will be at the Knox Agri 
Center on Tuesday, November 19 at 7PM to 
present a marketing seminar titled “Managing 
Tight Crop Profit Margins”. 

Topics will include Understanding Global 
Supply, Demand & Crop Price Outlook, 
Implications for 
U.S. Elections & The 
Farm Bill, Estimating 
’24 Crop Profit 
Margins, Feature 7 
Strategies to Manage 
Tight Margins, 
Utilizing Futures 
Price Seasonals & 
Crop Insurance, 
Implementing ’24 & ’25 Crop Market 
Strategies & Plans. 

To reserve your seat, please call the Knox 
County Farm Bureau at 309-342-2036 or visit 
knoxcfb.org

A meeting was held Sept. 11 with coun-
ty Farm Bureau presidents and managers 
to discuss the changes. IFB announced 
a financial support program to county 
Farm Bureaus to provide certainty that 
programs and services to all members will 
not be impacted.

“IFB maintains a strong balance sheet, 
and the IFB Board has taken significant 
steps to ensure the long-term viability of 
our county Farm Bureaus that are vital in 
our efforts to serve the member,” Duncan 
said. “We believe strongly in the value of 
the Farm Bureau membership for farm-
ers and for nonfarmers and continue to 
evolve as the ag industry does.”

Associate members will begin receiving 
separate dues notices from IFB for mem-
bership renewals. They will also receive 
information about how their membership 
provides “a place for all of us to stand to-
gether to protect Illinois family farmers as 
they grow a better future for our food, our 
communities, our environment and our 
next generation,” Duncan said.

Associate members receive access to 
programs, education, events and discount 
programs, and also support Agriculture 
in the Classroom.

“Illinois Farm Bureau and county Farm 
Bureaus will continue to support our 
farmer members with impactful advo-
cacy, trusted information and meaningful 
development,” Duncan said.

IFB, the state’s leading voice for Illinois 
farm families, has 365,535 members, of 
which 74,937 are voting members. For 
more information: COUNTRY clients 
with questions can visit  www.countryfi-
nancial.com/commongroundclient.

This article originally appeared in 
FarmWeek.

COUNTRY announces future plans, 
reaffirms commitment to Farm Bureau

Steve Johnson

Steve Johnson 
Seminar set for 
November 19



Members are always welcome 
at Knox County Farm Bureau’s 
Board of Director meetings.  They 
are held the third Thursday of each 
month. Please call for times.
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Parts runs keep the farm running
The farmer’s wife handed my husband 

a stick-style drawing. “He told me you will 
know what he needs,” she said of her farmer 
husband while my husband paused at the 
brain teaser before him. 

At the time, my husband worked behind 
a parts counter for a farm equipment dealer-
ship. The era pre-dated smart phones with 
capabilities of taking and sending photos, 
but we did have flip phones. So with a phone 
call to talk through the drawing, my hus-
band figured out the farmer’s need.

’Tis the season for the inevitable parts 
run. In Grubhub style, the run includes a 

designated person driving to a retail loca-
tion to pick up a part and deliver it to the 
farm. The act’s level of urgency generally 
falls into one of two categories.

The “rainy day parts run” includes less-
urgent parts related to general maintenance 
or fixing something non-critical to the ma-
chine’s function while the rain prevents 
farmers from harvesting. It likens the pre-
harvest repair and maintenance intended to 
prevent down-time.

The “emergency parts run” indicates a 
machine-down situation. The parts runner 
immediately abandons what they’re doing to 
fetch a part with no opportunity to piggy-
back extra errands on that trip to town. You 
get there. You get back. And then hope the 
part fixes the problem. 

Getting there could take 20 minutes or it 
could consume a four-hour roundtrip that’s 
still faster than Next Day Air. In the mean-
time, our mechanically minded team mem-
bers prepare the machine to receive the part. 
If that repair exceeds our expertise, we call a 

professional technician for help.
Ideally, the fix is as simple as fetching the 

part. But sometimes, parts runners return 
with the wrong parts due to human error in 
the ordering process. Occasionally, runners 
unknowingly retrieve an incomplete order 
that requires a return trip. Worse yet, the 
fetched part doesn’t fix the problem.

Technology generally improves the ac-
curacy of parts orders as farmers can review 
web-based parts schematics to identify the 
exact part numbers. Sharing smartphone 
photos helps parts departments with diag-
nosis and identification. Bringing in the bro-
ken part is almost a sure win for an identical 
replacement, so blown hydraulic hoses often 
make the trip. 

My husband recalls an unusual parts pick-
up in which a farmer who lived hours away 
by car landed a helicopter in the dealership’s 
parking lot. The farmer ran inside for his parts 
and left within seconds. It’s an extreme case, 
but machine-down times call for machine-
down measures to keep the farm running. 

Getting To Know Your Farm Bureau Policy
16. DISPOSAL OF WASTE
We support:
Waste volume reduction at the source. 

Every effort should be made to avoid generat-
ing waste products.

Recycling and reuse. We encourage manu-
facturers to develop cost-effective uses for re-
cyclable products. We will work towards the 
development of incentives to create additional 
markets and uses for these recycled products.

Retailers and consumers using returnable, 
recyclable, and degradable containers.

Research on voluntary recycling options 
for agricultural plastics.

Source separation, which includes:
A. Incentives for the return of all glass, 

plastic, or metal beverage containers.
B. Local recycling programs.
C. Composting. We support research on the 

effects of using yard waste on agricultural land.
Research on the effects of energy recovery 

from incineration.
Combustion for volume reduction. Where 

it can be shown to be economically feasible 
and environmentally safe, incineration of sol-
id waste before disposing in a landfill.

Landfilling as a final alternative.
Legislation specifying that publication re-

quirements for public hearings on the siting 
of solid waste disposal facilities be the same 
as those of the Illinois Truth in Taxation Act.

The ability of a municipality to reject the 
location of a landfill within 1 1/2 miles of the 
municipality’s boundary.

Appropriate local governments providing 

refuse disposal services at a reasonable cost 
to residents within their area if no private ser-
vices are available.

Improvement of regulations to ensure safe 
transportation of hazardous waste.

Enforcement of existing laws and regula-
tory programs which require environmen-
tally safe waste disposal systems.

14. Encouraging county Farm Bureaus to 
actively monitor permit applications for sit-
ing of nonagricultural pollution control fa-
cilities submitted to their County Boards.

15. Delegation agreements granting coun-
ties authority to regulate landfill operations 
within their jurisdiction, including hours of 
operation and the height of landfills.

16. Efforts to impose appropriate fines and 
penalties on waste disposal violations.

17. Reasonable disposal fees on residential 
waste to help avoid dumping in rural areas.

18. Allowing local governments to charge 
a higher fee, tax or surcharge on special waste 
and out-of-area waste than on local residen-
tial waste.

19. Efforts to have Illinois classify out-of-
state waste as stringently as its classification 
in the state of origin.

20. Regular and thorough inspection of 
waste disposal sites.

21. “Landfarming” of contaminated soils 
to preserve limited space available in landfills.

22. Research into laser gasification for 
mining of landfills and disposal of garbage.

23. Allowing farmers to burn or bury old 
agricultural buildings and brush on existing 

sites.24. Allowing the burning and burying of 
building debris in cases of natural disasters.

25. Changes to the laws and policies re-
garding used tire collections, including:

A. An increase in the number of times an 
individual can participate in a tire clean-up 
event.

B. Allowing non-governmental organiza-
tions to sponsor a used tire collection pro-
gram.

C. The Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency (IEPA) setting up drop off areas for 
used tires.

26. Investigation into alternative methods 
for disposal of urban sludge containing heavy 
metals and continued research on the safe 
application of urban sludge on agricultural 
farmland. Agencies should make research re-
sults on immediate and long-term effects of 
sludge application available to farmers.

27. An environmentally safe and finan-
cially acceptable method to dispose of or re-
cycle used oil and unwanted farm and home 
chemicals.

We oppose:
1. Transportation of solid waste over long 

distances for disposal.
2. Efforts which lead to the importation 

of solid waste into rural areas without proper 
consideration being given to residents neigh-
boring the disposal site.

3. Attempts to weaken the role of local gov-
ernments or the criteria by which the sites are 
judged in the siting of non-agricultural pollu-
tion control facilities.
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September KCFB Board Highlights

KCFB Board Attendance 2024

The meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Knox County Farm Bureau was held on 
September 19.

Education & Outreach – Lori Engel
Start collecting ideas for Adult AITC.
Farm Business – Brian Nelson
2022 Plat Books are available in the office. 

Plat Books are $30 for members and $50 for 
wall maps for members. 

Government and Policy – Kyle Underwood
Sign up for FB Act text alerts by texting 

the word FARM to 52886. 
Member Relations – Joel McCormick
KCFB met the 2024 Quota ending with 

817 MM, 15 MS, 22 PM, 1,773 A Members.  
Young Farmers – Brandon Hall 
Yates City Festival asked YF to hold a 

pedal pull on August 17th. Scott Hennenfent 
and Pat’s Pedal Pullers had the pulls at 
1PM with 37 kids. Hunter Safety Course 
was August 23 and 24. Cosponsoring with 
Pheasants Forever. Cover Crop Field Day 
was September 6th. Williamsfield Ag Day 
was September 8. Young Farmers served ice 
cream. Young Farmers met September 12 for 
their monthly meeting.

PrimeTimers – Hailey Hennenfent
PrimeTimers met on August 20 to learn 

about Monarchs from Teresa Sanford-
Shipplett. The next meeting will be September 
17. PrimeTimers is always looking for new 
members, 55+.

Foundation – Hailey Hennenfent
The KCFB Foundation met on 

August 27 for their quarterly meeting. 
Williamsfield FFA was awarded $5,000 
towards the purchase of a laser cutter/
engraver. The Knox County Fairgrounds 
was awarded $10,000 towards the new 
community building. Next quarter Ag in 
the Community Grant Applications are 
due November 1, 2024. 

KAC – Hailey Hennenfent
The Knox Agri Center met on August 27 

for their quarterly meeting. A new plaque for 
the Meritorious Service to Ag Award will be 
installed soon. All HVAC units were inspect-
ed and had maintenance done as needed. The 
Roof Inspection was finally available. 

OLD BUSINESS
Knox County Farm Bureau will have 5 

goals to submit to IFB in October.
NEW BUSINESS
The Executive Board will serve as the 

voting delegates for the 2024 IAA Annual 
Meeting. 

1220-510HC_13581-9/16/2024

"COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”), 
which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, and their respective subsidiaries, located 
in Bloomington, Illinois.

Michael
White

Galesburg 
(309)342-3177

Patrick
Young

Galesburg 
(309)342-5316

Ed
Johnson

Galesburg 
(309)342-1646

John
Ryner

Galesburg 
(309)342-1625

Doug
Atwater

Knoxville 
(309)948-7943

Jeremy
Kleine

Galesburg 
(309)342-3177

w e s t c e n t r a l f s . c o m

GET YOUR FILL  -  CALL WEST CENTRAL FS
877-833-9237
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For nearly four decades now, October has 
been recognized as National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. It is a time annually devoted 
to educating everyone about breast cancer and 
the importance of early detection and access to 
timely, high-quality care.

The National Breast Cancer Foundation, 
Inc. reports that one in eight women in the 
United States (U.S.) will develop breast cancer 
in her lifetime. Presently, in 2024, it is estimated 
that 310,720 new cases of invasive breast cancer 
will be diagnosed in women in the U.S. Breast 
cancer is also the second leading cause of cancer 
deaths in U.S. women, behind lung cancer.

Although rare, men are also impacted by 
breast cancer. According to the American 
Cancer Society, an estimated 2,800 men will 
be diagnosed with invasive breast cancer in the 
U.S., and the lifetime risk of a U.S. man develop-
ing breast cancer is one in 726. 

But there is hope. When caught in its earli-

est, localized stages, the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation, Inc. reports that the five-year 
relative survival rate for breast cancer is 99%. 
Advances in early detection and treatment 
methods have significantly increased breast 
cancer survival rates in recent years. Currently, 
there are over four million breast cancer survi-
vors in the United States.

Importance of early detection
Breast cancer typically has no symptoms 

when the tumor is small and most easily treat-
ed, which is why annual breast cancer screen-
ings, including mammograms for women 40 
and older, are crucial for early detection. 

Know the Signs and Symptoms of Breast 
Cancer

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

The most common sign is a new lump or 
mass in the breast, but other early indicators of 
breast cancer may include:

 •	 Swelling of all or part of a breast (even 
if no lump is felt)

•	 Skin dimpling (sometimes looking 
like an orange peel)

•	 Breast or nipple pain
•	 Nipple retraction (turning inward)
•	 Nipple or breast skin that is red, dry, 

flaking, or thickened
•	 Nipple discharge (other than breast 

milk)
•	 Swollen lymph nodes under the arm 

or near the collarbone  
These symptoms could signal breast can-

cer or other health concerns. It is important 
to have any new breast mass, lump, or other 
change checked by an experienced healthcare 
professional so that the cause can be found and 
treated if needed.

The Illinois Breast & Cervical Cancer 
Program (IBCCP) offers qualifying women 
free breast and cervical exams. Since 1995, this 

program has provided essential screenings, in-
cluding mammograms and Pap tests, to quali-
fied women in Illinois.

Eligibility criteria include:
•	 Residency in Knox, Warren, or 

Henderson County
•	 Age between 40 to 64
•	 Must be without insurance or with 

insurance that does not cover breast and cervi-
cal cancer screening

•	 High deductible insurance assistance 
for breast and cervical cancer diagnostic testing

•	 Breast exams and mammograms for 
women aged 40-64, and pap test and pelvic ex-
ams for women aged 21-64 

The Knox County Health Department has 
a Clinical Patient Navigator available to help 
enrolled participants access timely screenings, 
diagnostic services, and treatment continuity.

For more information on breast health or 
available programs, please contact the Knox 
County Health Department at 309-344-2224 
or visit their website at www.knoxcounty-
health.org.

The beginning of the school year found 
Mrs. Green in kindergarten classrooms 
across Knox County. To welcome fall, she 
brought the book Hopefully the Scarecrow 
by Michelle Hoots to read to the students. 
Along with her book, Mrs. Green brought 
a corn stalk and corn kernels to share with 
students. 

Students were amazed at the size of the 
plant and stood next to it to compare their 
height.   They could not imagine how many 
kernels filled an ear of corn, but soon learned 
on average, there are 800 kernels to an ear!   
Students helped Mrs. Green count kernels 
for the class. They would be able to investi-
gate their shape and texture after the visit. 

Before reading the story, students learned 
that our farmers are harvesting field corn, 

not sweet corn 
or popcorn. They 
also learned about 
many products 
made from the 
corn our Knox 
County farmers 
grow.  

At the end of the 
visit, each school 
received a copy of 

Hopefully the Scarecrow for their library.   
The book for each library was made possible 
by some special donors. Knox County Ag in 
the Classroom would like to thank:   IGM, 
Diamond Ag, Corn Growers, J & J Farms 
(Matt & Mark Johnson), Compeer, West 
Central FS and Country Financial.

      

What’s happening with Ag in the Classroom this fall?

Mrs. Pickrel, Steele Elementary

Mrs. Washabaugh, Steele Elementary		 Miss Erickson, ROWVA

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS

The Knox County Farm Bureau
 would like to welcome 

the  following
 to our organization

Tristan Aldridge
Ann Bindseil
Robert Davis
Robert Dunn

Phillip Hendricks
Chuck Hungerford
Michael Johnson

Jeffrey & Amanda Oeth
Pamela Robinson

Connie Rucker
Sue Smith

Rebecca Webster
James Roberts
David Sparks
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If you sell your items, please contact the Knox County Farm Bureau 
office at 309-342-2036 or email assistant@knoxcfb.org, so we can 
provide our readers with up-to-date information.

To place ads in the Bulletin or on the website, you must be a 
Knox County Farm Bureau member.  Call 309-342-2036 or email 
us at assistant@knoxcfb.org by the last Friday of each month to 
place your ad.

FOR SALE:  Black + Decker 
Arm Saw $125, Black + Decker 
Table Saw $125, Black + Decker 
Band Saw $50, 20 Iron Wagon 
Wheels $25 each. Call (309) 335-
1316

FOR SALE:  10 Sheets 4x8x1 
Foam Insulation - $25 each. Call 
(309) 341-4680

FOR SALE: 10 Storm Windows 
w/ screens 35in x 56 1/4in surface 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITER 
OF THE MONTH

PrimeTimers 
News

PrimeTimers met on 
September 17 for a potluck and 
presentation on prairie plants 
by AITC Coordinator Merris 
Hennenfent.  The next meeting 
will be at Prairie Moon Farm 
on October 15 with lunch in 
Knoxville. Please call the office 
to be added to the mailing list if 
you would like to join. Members 
55 and older are welcome to 
join!

mount - $25 each, Take ALL. Call 
(309) 341-4680

FOR SALE:  Pull Behind Lawn 
Sprayer - $25. Oak Kneehole Desk 
w/ 7 Drawers, needs refinished - 
$40. Call (309) 341-4680

FOR SALE:  5 Drawer Chest 
of Drawers - $15. Call (309) 341-
4680

The Knox County Farm Bureau would 
like to recognize COUNTRY Financial 
Representative, Jeremy Kleine as the 
top membership recruiter in September.  
Jeremy signed four new Associate 
Members. Call your COUNTRY 
Representative for all your insurance and 
financial needs.

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its 
subsidiaries or affiliates. 1Subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. 

664 US Highway 150 E • Galesburg, IL 61401
(309) 341-4360 • www.birkeys.com

SIGN UP TODAY AT BIRKEYS.COM/CMI

CUSTOMIZED MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS
PEACE OF MIND, ONE INSPECTION AT A TIME.

 ü 12-Month CNH Parts Warranty

 ü Ongoing 10% Labor Discount

 ü No Service Call 

 ü In-Season Job Priority

 ü CMI Certified Decal

 ü Multi-Point Inspection

Reach a new level of protection with a Birkey’s Certified CMI on your tractor, 
planter, combine, cornhead or platform.

Jeremy Kleine

October 1967

The Legislative Committee of the Farm Bureau sponsored five 
area meetings throughout the county in an effort to sample the 
opinion of Farm Bureau members and establish the policy for the 
organization. Participating in group discussion at the Maquon 
meeting are, from left to right, Robert Bird, Dwight Clark, Paul 
Platt, chairman of the legislative committee, Lewis Sprecher, 
director from Elba Township, and Donald May. The policies 
established by Knox County will be submitted to the tentative 
resolutions committee of the Illinois Agricultural Association for 
action during the IAA Annual Meeting by the voting delegates. 
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