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Join the Knox County Farm Bureau Young Farmers for a fun, social night at Oak Run! Young Farmers are a group of members of the 
Knox County Farm Bureau that are 18-35 years old. The group supports the Knox County Farm Bureau by holding various events 
for youth, volunteering in the community, supporting our members and more. Join us on July 28 to find out more about our group 
while enjoying a catered meal by Henn House BBQ, sand volleyball, swimming, and more! Kids welcome! Non-Members are also 
encouraged to attend to find out more about joining the group! Reservations can be made on the website, www.knoxcfb.org

To wrap up the Knox County Farm 
Bureau Young Farmers Cover Crop 
Project, the Illinois Farm Bureau Nutrient 
Stewardship Grant will allow the Knox 
County Farm Bureau to award seed as-
sistance grants to 25 Knox County Farm 
Bureau Members who purchase and plant 
cover crop seed from West Central FS. The 
$250 incentive will be awarded on a first 
come first serve basis, after membership 
and seed purchase is verified.

Awardee agrees to provide data (such as 
acreage of cover crops, seed mix type, use, 
etc.) and have name publicized in commu-
nications about the project and grant. Cover 

crop seed mix must be purchased from West 
Central FS from July 1- August 1. Knox 
County Farm Bureau voting membership 
must be active as of August 31, 2025.

Members can apply for this program by 
completing the form on our website www.
knoxcfb.org, or by calling the office at 309-
342-2036 and providing your name, farm 
name, phone number, email, Farm Bureau 
membership number, and West Central FS lo-
cation seed will be purchased from.

Current and former Cover Crop Project 
participants are not eligible to participate. A 
minimum purchase of $500 worth of cover 
crop seed is required to participate.

Cover Crop Assistance Program



Members are always welcome 
at Knox County Farm Bureau’s 
Board of Director meetings.  They 
are held the third Thursday of each 
month. Please call for times.
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Fun with Resources on the Farm
We can hike the woods, kayak the river, 

hop hay bales and fish for hours. But top on 
their list for farm fun? Digging a hole.

When my cousins’ kids visit the farm, 
the No. 1 request is to find “Farmer Doug” 
who will stabilize his backhoe in a harmless, 
remote space on the farm. My dad acts as a 
driver’s education instructor as they use the 
bucket with hydraulic thumb to dig, dump 
and even grab a tire and smash an old piece 
of metal that he staged in their big kid sand-
box. Oh, the delight in digging.

No matter the dwelling, we hold the pow-
er to make our own fun where we reside. 
Certainly, the farm has plenty of natural and 
man-made resources to amplify the options. 
My teenage son takes his friends tent camp-
ing beyond the Southeast Field. They play 
Airsoft in the Moody Timber. He buckles up 
in a utility vehicle to ride trails with cousins, 
and the farmstead provides some challeng-
ing games of hide and seek.

Straw in the barn satisfies the climbers 
and outdoor rows of round bales the jump-
ers. We hunt for deer, raccoons and morel 
mushrooms in the appropriate season. The 
snowmobile and sleds surface when the 
snowfall exceeds 2 inches. My daughter 
finds peace for homework and reflections 
on the farm near the river bridge, and in the 
warm months, she frequently picks wild-
flowers in ditches and woodland areas. 

On a slow-paced day, we sit on the 
porch smelling the smoker transform our 

farm-raised beef chuck roast into the most 
flavorful pulled beef and question why any-
one besides neighbors would want to drive 
our dusty gravel road. Then again, we real-
ize our routine farm chores deliver someone 
else’s fun. Relatives who visit love to feed the 
cattle, so Dad makes piles of grain around 
the utility vehicle for an up-close encounter. 
They gather eggs from our chicken house, 
harvest vegetables from Mom’s garden and 
ride in the combine and tractors in the fall 
or the planters in the spring while we work.

We take vacations away from the farm and 
immensely enjoy them, but it never crosses 
my mind to make travel plans on a Labor 
Day break or other long weekends. Rather, 
those extended days provide the gift of time 
to enjoy being at home and on the farm.

About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with 
her family in Knox County, where they raise 
corn, soybeans, hay, beef cattle, backyard 
chickens and farmkids.

103. FIREARM SAFETY
We support:
1. Active promotion of gun safety pro-

grams.
2. Repeal of the Firearms Owners 

Identification Act (FOID).
3. The Firearm Concealed Carry Act is-

suing permits to carry concealed firearms to 
qualified Illinois’ citizens through an appro-
priate application process.

4. Current laws that requires background 
checks and waiting periods for handgun pur-
chases.

5. Legislation to allow active military per-

sonnel residing in Illinois the opportunity to 
obtain a concealed carry permit without re-
gard to state of residence.

6. The opportunity for school districts to 
allow school personnel to voluntarily carry 
a concealed firearm while on duty and on 
school property.

7. An Illinois State Police endorsed certifi-
cation/training program for school personnel 
who are approved by their school district to 
carry a concealed firearm on school property.

8. Statewide efforts to explore the use of 
less lethal weapons in addition to lethal weap-
ons in schools and other government institu-

tions where children are usually present.
9. School districts engaging with law en-

forcement to provide active shooter training 
programs.

10. Timely processing of Concealed Carry 
License (CCL) permit applications and renew-
als that allow for completion within 60 days.

11. The right to protect personal property.
12. Agritourism featuring hunting activi-

ties and hunter safety programs for adoles-
cents and adults.

We oppose gun laws that would decrease 
the ability of law-abiding citizens to protect 
their property or themselves.

Recognizing the hardships many com-
munities are facing, Illinois Milk Producers 
Association (IMPA) donated 24,000 pounds 
of milk, including lactose-free, between 
three local food banks. 

“Many families continue to struggle with 
food insecurity amid high prices at the gro-
cery store,” said Don Mackinson, IMPA 
president. “Everyone deserves access to 
fresh, nutritious food, which is why Illinois 
dairy farmers have come together to once 
again donate milk to local food banks sup-
porting our communities.”

IMPA donated a combined 48,250 serv-
ings to River Bend Food Bank in Galesburg, 
Northern Illinois Food Bank in Geneva, 
Central Illinois Foodbank in Springfield and 
Eastern Illinois Foodbank in Urbana in cel-
ebration of June being National Dairy Month. 
The donation was made on June 16 in partner-
ship with Prairie Farms, Illinois Farm Bureau, 
Illinois Corn Marketing Board (ICMB), Illinois 
Soybean Association (ISA), St. Louis District 
Dairy Council (SLDDC) and Midwest Dairy. 

Illinois Milk Producers Association (IMPA) donated 24,000 pounds of milk between three Illinois 
food banks in celebration of National Dairy Month. Pictured from left to right: Tasha Bunting, 
Illinois Milk Producers Association executive director; Gretchen Nollman, River Bend Food Bank 
director of operations; Mike Dralle, Prairie Farms sales representative; Aaron Barton, River Bend 
Food Bank Galesburg site director; Hailey Hennenfent, Knox County Farm Bureau manager; 
Kendra Anderson, Midwest Dairy Association. (Catrina Rawson, Illinois Farm Bureau)

Farmers Donate 24,000 Lbs. of Milk  To Food Banks
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These area businesses are proud to be a part of our 2025 Discount 
Program for members of the Knox County Farm Bureau®

The Knox County Farm Bureau does not intend the Membership Discount Program as an endorsement of any business or products/services on which discounts have been obtained, and assume no liability 
for any service rendered under the Membership Discount Program.  Benefits may change without notice and some restrictions may apply.

on an Eligible New Ford Truck1 
or Ford Blue Advantage™  
Certified Used Vehicle2.

Visit FordRecognizesU.com/FarmBureau  
today for complete offer details!

ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU MEMBERS RECEIVE

$500 EXCLUSIVE 
CASH REWARD1,2

1 Available on the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2024/2025/2026 model year Ford Maverick®, Ranger®, F-150, Super Duty® or F-150 Lightning®. Not available on any other Ford or Lincoln vehicles, or F-150 Raptor®, F-150 Raptor R™, Ranger Raptor or F-650® and F-750® 
Super Duty. Vehicle eligibility may change at any time. Available to U.S. residents only. Place a new retail order or take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/05/26. Limit of five purchases or leases per household during the program offer (PGM# 32524). 
Offer subject to dealer participation. May not be used/combined with most other Ford private offers. See an authorized Ford Dealer, or go to http://www.fordrecognizesu.com, for complete details and eligibility (PGM# 32524). Due to high demand and global supply chain constraints, 
some models, trims, and features may not be available or may be subject to change. Check with your local dealer for current information. Offer subject to confirmation of eligibility.
2 Available on the purchase of an eligible 2020-2026MY Ford Blue Advantage Gold, EV (F-150 Lightning only), or Blue Certified, Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150, Super Duty or F-150 Lightning with under 80,000 miles. Not available on any other Ford or Lincoln vehicles, or F-150 Raptor, 
F-150 Raptor R, Ranger Raptor or F-650 and F-750 Super Duty. Vehicle eligibility may change at any time. Available to U.S. residents only. Take delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/5/2026. Limit of five purchases per household during the program offer (PGM# 
32678). Offer subject to dealer participation. May not be used/combined with most other private Ford offers. See an authorized Ford Dealer, or go to http:// www.fordrecognizesu.com, for complete details and eligibility (PGM# 32678). Due to high demand and global supply chain 
constraints, some models, trims, and features may not be available or may be subject to change. Check with your local Ford Dealer for current information. Offer subject to confirmation of eligibility.

on an Eligible New Ford Truck1 
or Ford Blue Advantage™  
Certified Used Vehicle2.

Visit FordRecognizesU.com/FarmBureau  
today for complete offer details!

ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU MEMBERS RECEIVE

$500 EXCLUSIVE 
CASH REWARD1,2

1 Available on the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2024/2025/2026 model year Ford Maverick®, Ranger®, F-150, Super Duty® or F-150 Lightning®. Not available on any other Ford or Lincoln vehicles, or F-150 Raptor®, F-150 Raptor R™, Ranger Raptor or F-650® and F-750® 
Super Duty. Vehicle eligibility may change at any time. Available to U.S. residents only. Place a new retail order or take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/05/26. Limit of five purchases or leases per household during the program offer (PGM# 32524). 
Offer subject to dealer participation. May not be used/combined with most other Ford private offers. See an authorized Ford Dealer, or go to http://www.fordrecognizesu.com, for complete details and eligibility (PGM# 32524). Due to high demand and global supply chain constraints, 
some models, trims, and features may not be available or may be subject to change. Check with your local dealer for current information. Offer subject to confirmation of eligibility.
2 Available on the purchase of an eligible 2020-2026MY Ford Blue Advantage Gold, EV (F-150 Lightning only), or Blue Certified, Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150, Super Duty or F-150 Lightning with under 80,000 miles. Not available on any other Ford or Lincoln vehicles, or F-150 Raptor, 
F-150 Raptor R, Ranger Raptor or F-650 and F-750 Super Duty. Vehicle eligibility may change at any time. Available to U.S. residents only. Take delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/5/2026. Limit of five purchases per household during the program offer (PGM# 
32678). Offer subject to dealer participation. May not be used/combined with most other private Ford offers. See an authorized Ford Dealer, or go to http:// www.fordrecognizesu.com, for complete details and eligibility (PGM# 32678). Due to high demand and global supply chain 
constraints, some models, trims, and features may not be available or may be subject to change. Check with your local Ford Dealer for current information. Offer subject to confirmation of eligibility.
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June KCFB Board Highlights
The meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Knox County Farm Bureau was held on June 
19.

Education & Outreach – Michelle 
Erickson

T-Shirts will be distributed at the Horse 
Show on July 6 and Weigh-In on July 13. The 
Ice Cream Social will be held in conjunction 
with the 4-H Alumni Show on July 14.

Farm Business – Brian Nelson
2022 Plat Books are available at the of-

fice. They are on sale for $15 for members 
and $50 for wall maps for members. A 2026 
Plat Book will be completed in 2025 and be 
for sale on December 1, 2025. Ads will be 
available to any business after June 27. Steve 
Johnson was held at the Knox Agri Center on 
June 17. A Fire Extinguisher Check Program 
will be held again on July 29 from 1PM-4PM 
at the Agri Center with ABC Fire. 

Government and Policy – Kyle Underwood
We may be connecting with a new Adopted 

Legislator soon. 
Member Relations – Joel McCormick
The 2025 Quota Program is threefold: 

Engagement- submit programs in all 8 CAE 
Categories; Retention-Knox County needs 771 
MM/PM members by July 31, 2025; Growth- 
Achieve a 3+ gain of MM/PM Members – Knox 
County needs 842 members. T-Shirts will be 
distributed at the Horse Show and Weigh-In. 
Pork Spice is for sale in the KCFB Office - $15 
for Members. 

Young Farmers – Brandon Hall 
Young Farmers met on May 28. An update 

was provided on the Nutrient Stewardship 
Grant. A booklet is being compiled of all 

the soil sampling results with information 
on each township. A cover crop seed assis-
tance program was released June 16. The 4-H 
& FFA Tractor Safety Challenge will be held 
June 30. Young Farmers are holding a so-
cial recruitment on July 28. A Hunter Safety 
Course is scheduled for August 22-23. Sign 
up goes live June 25 at noon. 

PrimeTimers – Hailey Hennenfent
The PrimeTimers met on June 17 with a 

potluck and presentation from a representative 
of the Gordon Behrent’s Senior Center. There is 
no PrimeTimers in July. PrimeTimers is always 
looking for new members, 55+.

Foundation – Hailey Hennenfent
Scholarship winners were announced. 

6 students were awarded a $1,000 scholar-
ship. Abigail Cain was awarded the Thomas 
Lincoln Scholarship. Grant Alexander, 
Erin Welch, & Clara Kuelper were award-
ed the O’Connor Family Scholarships. 
Katie Baker & Ali Cain were awarded the 
KCFB Foundation Scholarships. Makenna 
Walker is serving as the summer intern. The 
Agriculture in the Community Grant will 
be available again in 2025 with applications 
open quarterly. The next quarter’s applica-
tions are due August 1. Galesburg FFA was 
awarded $1,975.29 at the May Foundation 
meeting for their project, Galesburg FFA/
OSF Community Garden. The next KCFB 
Foundation Meeting is on August 26.

KAC – Hailey Hennenfent
All KAC building keys have been redone. 

The COUNTRY and Extension exterior had 
emergency knobs added. The next Knox Agri 
Center Board Meeting is on August 26. 

1220-510HC_13581-1/19/2024

"COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”), 
which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, and their respective subsidiaries, located 
in Bloomington, Illinois.

Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.
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SIGN UP FOR TEXT 
AND EMAIL UPDATES

Text JOIN to 682-245-1502 
or scan QR code to sign-up

OLD BUSINESS
Two vacancies remain on the KCFB Board 

of Directors in District 2 and 3.
NEW BUSINESS
At this year’s 2025 Knox County Fair, it was 

decided that KCFB will continue to invite all 
State Representatives, State Senators, County 
Board Members, and the County Clerk to eat 
at the local commodity food group stands 

on us- Knox County Cattlemen’s and Knox 
County Pork Producers. This year, we will 
provide a meal ticket for each county sher-
iff in the Knox County Department. Hailey 
will also carry around meal tickets for Board 
Members to give to people of their choice 
during the Fair. 

More quotes will be gathered to update sig-
nage along the road.
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KEEP SAFE WITH
OUR FIRE
EXTINGUISHER
INSPECTION
PROGRAM!

Hosted By: the KCFB Farm Business Task Force and ABC Fire

THIS PROJECT WAS MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY FUNDING FROM A FARM SAFETY GRANT
PROVIDED BY ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU AND COUNTRY FINANCIAL.

When: July 29th, 2025
1PM-4PM

Where: Knox County Farm Bureau
Office

FREE Fire Extinguisher Inspection for
Members

Discounted New Fire Extinguishers
for Members

Bring in your fire extinguishers from
the farm and equipment to be

checked, serviced, or recharged.

There will be a raffle for the chance
for 2 winners to win a 5 pound fire

extinguisher!

RSVP by contacting the office at
309-342-2036 or

kcfbintern@gmail.com

On June 30, the KCFB Young Farmers hosted the Tractor & Mower Safety Challenge. Over 
20 participants learned about tractor and mower safety before trying their hand at a driving 
contest! For some of the kids, it was their first time on a mower. A big thanks to the Knox 
County Fairgrounds for letting us spread out at the Fairgrounds for the event; to Birkey’s 
Farm Store in Galesburg for always going above and beyond supplying the mower and trac-
tor; and to the Knox County Cattlemen’s for grilling hamburgers and hot dogs for supper on 
their brand new grill! Congratulations to all who participated!

Tractor & Mower Safety Challenge

Pictured above: Some of the mower driving contestants with first place winner Madison Lewis 
and second place winner Conner Cameron.
Pictured below: from left to right, Two of the tractor driving contest participants- Vincent Alfrey, 
2nd Place Winner and John Moffitt, 1st Place Winner.
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Summer is flying by, and it will be 
time to start school before we know it. 
When you start making your back-to-
school to-do lists, don’t forget to add ap-
pointments for school physicals and im-
munizations. The Knox County Health 
Department and the Knox Community 
Health Center are here to provide you 
with a one stop shop for all immuniza-
tion and physical requirements. 

The Knox Community Health 
Center, located at 1361 W. Fremont 
St., Galesburg, offers school and sports 
physicals by appointment and on a 
walk-in basis Monday through Friday 
7:00am-5:00pm. Families who do not 
have a primary care physician for their 
kids can get connected with providers 
at the Knox Community Health Center 
who can provide children with annual 
physicals. Call 309-344-2225 to schedule 
an appointment with one of our provid-
ers today.

The Knox County Health 
Department, located at 1361 W. Fremont 
St., Galesburg, offers all vaccinations 
needed to meet the Illinois School 
Immunization Requirements. If your 
child is behind on immunizations, 
our providers can help get them back 
on track. The Health Department ac-
cepts Medicaid, insurance, cash, check 

and credit cards. KCHD also offers the 
Vaccines for Children (VFC) program, 
which provides free or low-cost vaccines 
to those eligible. Any child from birth 
to 18 can qualify if they are eligible for 
Medicaid, uninsured, underinsured, or 
American Indian or Alaskan Native. 

Childhood vaccinations are vital to 
protect both our children and the com-
munity from serious illnesses. Vaccines 
have been so effective in decreasing once 
common, life-threatening childhood in-
fections that it’s easy to forget how im-
portant it is to keep our children pro-
tected from those illnesses. The only rea-
son we don’t see diseases like childhood 
meningitis, measles, polio, and tetanus 
more often today is because many chil-
dren are vaccinated.

As families start compiling their 
back to school to do lists, the Knox 
County Health Department and Knox 
Community Health Center look to cross 
vaccinations and physicals off that list. 
We think it’s important for parents to be 
aware of all the services public health and 
the health center have and how they can 
be your go to resource. Please contact 
the Knox County Health Department at 
309-344-2224 or go to www.knoxcoun-
tyhealth.org for information about avail-
able vaccines and medical services. 

Make Your Back to School Physicals
and Immunizations Appointments

Mrs. Hennenfent invited Steele fourth graders to West Central 
FS to plant pumpkins in May. Some of the pumpkin plants did not 
germinate, so a second planting was needed. Some families came 
out in June to help replant. Everyone grabbed a plant and guided 
by John Chandler and orange 
sticks to mark the spot, over a 
hundred new plants were put 
into the ground. The families 
will be invited back for the 
harvest.

During the summer program at Lombard, Mrs. Green helped 
students start pumpkin plants. Over two weeks a variety of plants 
germinated.  A protected area in Lombard’s courtyard was used for 
the plantings. In the fall, students will be harvesting pumpkins right on 
the school grounds!

 
  

Knox County Ag in the Classroom Update

Pumpkin Planting
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If you sell your items, please contact the Knox County 
Farm Bureau office at 309-342-2036 or email assistant@
knoxcfb.org, so we can provide our readers with up-to-
date information.

To place ads in the Bulletin or on the website, you must be a 
Knox County Farm Bureau member.  Call 309-342-2036 or email 
us at assistant@knoxcfb.org by the last Friday of each month to 
place your ad.

PrimeTimers News
PrimeTimers met on June 17 to hear about the Gordon Behrent’s Senior 
Center. The following meeting is on August 19. There is no July meeting. 
Please call the office to be added to the mailing list if you would like to join. 
Members 55 and older are welcome to join!

WANTED: Steel Barge Wagon. 
Please call & leave a detailed 
message.  (309) 344-1704
FOR SALE: 1 and 2 bottom plows, 
different brands, $200-$350 each. 

Please call & leave a message - 
(309) 335-1222. 
FREE:  Used concrete for washouts, 
etc. You load and haul away. Please 
call (309) 368-6175.

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. 1Subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. 

 ü 12% OFF All Installed Parts

 ü 10% Labor Discount

 ü 12-Month Parts & Labor Warranty

AFTER-SEASON PLANTER CMI

664 US Highway 150 E • Galesburg, IL 61401
(309) 341-4360 • www.birkeys.com

SIGN UP TODAY AT BIRKEYS.COM/CMI

5

 ü 90 Day Free Financing on inspections resulting in 
$1000+ in repairs

 ü One year no Interest with 12 Equal Monthly Payments 
on inspections resulitng in $5000+ in repairs

$19.99 / ROW
was $34.99Limited-time offer. See stores for details.

Diane Holmes, of Oneida, a member of the Knox County Farm Bureau Young Farmers, is 
busy at the “Farm Days, 1981”, as she explained the nutritional value of products made 
from corn and soybeans to a booth visitor. The “Corn and Beans” Booth told the story of 
corn and soybeans, and how they are used in a multitude of today’s products. 

July 1981
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