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Notice! 
Knox County 
Farm Bureau 

Annual Meeting
Notice is hereby given that 

the Annual Meeting of the 
voting members of the Knox 
County Farm Bureau will be 
held on Saturday, January 
24, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. to 
elect directors and if approved 
confirm the reports of the 
officers for the year ending 
November 30, 2025; and 
for the transactions of such 
business as may properly 
come before the meeting. 

Dated at Galesburg, Illinois 
on January 1, 2026. 



Members are always welcome 
at Knox County Farm Bureau’s 
Board of Director meetings.  They 
are held the third Thursday of each 
month. Please call for times.
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KNOX COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Getting To 
Know Farm 
Bureau Policy

Farm Provides 
a Gathering Ground
My Spiritual Gifts Quiz from church 

put hospitality at the top of my list. 
Mom didn’t take the quiz, but I’ll bet the 
Lievens 40 she’d score the same. So, with 
a strong service mindset and the shop 
space to match, we host. In the last 10 
years, our farm has hosted two weddings, 
FFA and 4-H meetings, farmer events, a 
bridal shower, my daughter’s graduation 
party, and last summer, the first-ever all-
class reunion for our local high school. 

By now, our employees know “other 
duties as assigned” in their job descrip-
tions gets some mileage. And they know 
with Christmas coming, the shop clear-
out and clean-up is imminent. In prepa-

ration for our four-generation Christmas 
party, we pause machinery mainte-
nance, remove the farm equipment and 
scrub the concrete floor. Christmas car-
ols replace country tunes on the shop 
speakers. When the big event arrives, 
the cousins make memories in a farm 
shop turned makeshift gymnasium for 
kicking balls, shooting hoops and riding 
pedal tractors. The adults play cards in 
the conference room, and potluck food 
lines tables down the office hallway for 
mealtime and grazing. 

The farm naturally brings together 
family, tradition and community at the 
intersection of work and home, hospi-
tality and hard work, generosity and 
gravel. Yes, rocks. We farm with 21st-
century equipment and still live on 
a 20th-century road – a nuisance for 
guests arriving in heavy rain (mud and 
washouts), a dry spell (fog-level dust) 
or the early spring thaw when your car 
wrestles with the gravel road. It’s all part 
of the experience.

Mom ensures hospitable elements 
carry farm flair. From wood salvaged 
off an old barn, a local carpenter trans-
formed an old chest freezer into a rustic 
drink and ice cream station and fash-
ioned a rolling bar to match. A “dessert 
wagon” sports steel wheels from an old 
loading chute and the door from a barn 
mow hides some of the welding corner. 
Among my favorites: Two tractors on the 
farm span exactly 70 years apart to make 
a conversation piece as much as a party 
backdrop. 

The FFA mom in me roots for a win-
ter “drive-in movie” with teen vehicles 
parked in the shop to watch a film on the 
drywall projector screen. But if not, we’ll 
have a farm conference in March and a 
graduation party in May. Fingers crossed, 
the weather allows planting in April.

About the author: Joanie Stiers farms 
with her parents and brother in Knox 
County, where they grow corn, soybeans 
and hay, raise beef cattle and operate side 
businesses related to the family operation. 

6. AGRICULTURE IN THE 
CLASSROOM

We support an effort to enhance the 
image of agriculture and promote the 
positive activities of farmers and agri-
business. This effort enables students 
and teachers in the classroom to un-
derstand the importance and contribu-
tion of American agriculture to the U.S. 
economy and all its citizens. We recom-
mend that a higher priority be placed 
on increasing resources for Illinois 
Agriculture in the Classroom programs. 
Instruction should be directed to all stu-
dents of all grade levels about environ-
mental, nutritional, agronomic, and ani-
mal agriculture issues, and will correlate 
materials to the standards as prescribed 
by the Illinois State Board of Education.

We encourage all county Farm 
Bureaus to participate in Illinois 
Agriculture in the Classroom and in all 
agricultural education activities.

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for the November 2025 Steve Johnson Seminar titled: 
“Controlling the Crop Controllables: Changes to the Farm Safety Net & Crop Insurance”

Andrew M. Shreeves
Kaskaskia River Gun Club LLC

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS

The Knox County Farm Bureau
 would like to welcome the  

following to our 
organization
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Meet Knox County Farm Bureau 
Board Member Jeff Grady!

Jeff Grady (and kids)

The meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Knox County Farm 
Bureau was held on November 20, 
2025.

Education & Outreach – Michelle 
Erickson

Finalizing dates for the winter 
Adult AITC series beginning in 
January.

Farm Business – Brian Nelson
2022 Plat Books are available at 

the office. They are on sale for $15 for 
members. A 2026 Plat Book will be 
for sale on December 1, 2025. 

Government and Policy – Kyle 
Underwood

KCFB hosted the Adopted 
Legislator, Representative Rick Ryan, 
on October 27. Thanks to all who 
helped with the visit.

Member Relations – Joel 
McCormick

The 2025 Quota Program areas 
were met. Knox County was among 
16 CFB’s to achieve the Triple Honor 
Award. Pork Spice is available in 
the office. $15 for members. Agent 
Appreciation Contest ended on 
August 29. The 2026 Quota Program 
has been set: Engagement- submit 
CAE’s to achieve 8 points; Retention: 
Attain 94% of the membership quota; 
Retain 792 members by July 31, 2026; 
Growth- Achieve a 3+ gain of MM/
PM Members by August 31, 2026, 
846 members.

Young Farmers – Brandon Hall 
A booklet is being compiled of 

all the soil sampling results with in-
formation on each township. Young 
Farmers met on November 13 for 
their monthly meeting and talked 
about their Trivia Night, Hunger 
Wars, the Galva Lions Empty 
Stocking Program, and the 2026 FFA 
Acquaintance Night.

PrimeTimers – Hailey Hennenfent
The PrimeTimers met on October 

21 for a tour of the Orpheum Theatre 

November KCFB Board Highlights

Meet Knox County Farm Bureau 
Board Member, Jeff Grady! Jeff has been 
on the Board of Directors since 2022. 
Learn more about Jeff here:

Tell us a little bit about you and your 
family. My name is Jeff Grady. I farm in 
Knoxville, IL raising corn, soybeans, cat-
tle and hay. My wife, Kathrin and I have 
been married for 8 years and we have 4 
little boys, Owen, Ethan, Weston, and 
Merritt.

Where are you from? Knoxville, IL
What do you love most about ag-

riculture? I enjoy that agriculture is an 
endeavor of optimism and continuous 
improvement. I enjoy proactively mak-
ing adjustments, trying new practices, 
and being willing to try a new approach 
to improve upon last year’s results.

Why did you join the Knox County 
Farm Bureau? When I transitioned 
from a career in the corporate environ-
ment back to the farm, I was hoping to 
meet new people in the ag community 
and advocate for agriculture. I wanted 
to be involved with an organization that 
helped the general consumer learn more 
about farming.

Favorite part of being on the Board 
of Directors? I enjoy that when agricul-
ture business opportunities come to our 
area, community leaders reach out for 

our recommendations. Likewise, when 
there are issues with agriculture locally, 
we get to be involved with coming up 
with solutions.

What are your hobbies and inter-
ests? I enjoy golfing, hunting, and cheer-
ing for the Cubs. I’m a regular card play-
er too.

What is something people might 
not know about you? I used to play Ping 
Pong competitively.

with lunch following at SideTrax. The 
next meeting is the Holiday Meal 
at PZ’s on November 18 at noon. 
PrimeTimers are always looking for 
new members to join, 55 and older!

Foundation – Hailey Hennenfent
The KCFB Foundation 2026 

Summer Internship application is live 
on the website. Applications are due 
December 1, 2025. The next KCFB 
Foundation Meeting is on November 
17.

KAC – Hailey Hennenfent
The next Knox Agri Center Board 

Meeting is on November 17. 
OLD BUSINESS
Nominating Committee will look 

at filling Board Vacancies for District 
2 & 3. 

NEW BUSINESS
The Board approved keeping the 

2026 Plat Book prices the same as the 
2022 edition

The Board approved the 2026 
Budget.

1220-510HC_13581-1/19/2024

"COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”), 
which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, and their respective subsidiaries, located 
in Bloomington, Illinois.

Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Doug
Atwater

Knoxville 
(309)948-7943

Jeremy
Kleine

Galesburg 
(309)342-3177

Michael J
White

Galesburg 
(309)342-3177

Patrick
Young

Galesburg 
(309)342-5316

Ed
Johnson

Galesburg 
(309)342-1646

John
Ryner

Galesburg 
(309)342-1625
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0% Seed
• 0% to August 31, 2026
• Effective September 1, 2026, rate changes to 5.00% fixed until December 31, 2026
• Effective January 1, 2027 rate changes to the FS Index Rate + 1.00% until maturity
• March 15, 2027 loan maturity date
• Invoices will be billed deferred and drawn on loan before June 30, 2026
• Final sales must be equal to or greater than prior year's sales

0% Crop Protection
• 0% to August 31, 2026
• Effective September 1, 2026 rate changes to 5.00% fixed until December 31, 2026
• Effective January 1, 2027 rate changes to the FS index Rate x+ 1.00% until maturity
• March 15, 2027 loan maturity date
• Invoices will be billed deferred and drawn on loan before August 31, 2026
• Final seed sales must be equal to or greater than prior year's sales

0% BASF
• 0% to November 30, 2026 if purchased by March 15, 2026
• Effective December 1, 2026 rate changes to FS Index Rate until maturity
• March 15, 2027 loan maturity date
• $10,000 minimum initial purchase
• 4.99% APR on purchases between March 16, 2026 - September 30, 2026
•  All participating brands and fungicide application

Input Loans
• All prepay and in-season crop input purchases 
• Full term variable rate
• March 15, 2027 loan maturity date

For more information contact: Jennifer Sparrow, Agri-Finance Marketing Manager  |  (309) 221-5620

W E  K N O W  FARMING
W E  K N O W  FINANCING

W E  K N O W  YOU

2026 AGRI-FINANCE LOAN PROGRAMS

On October 27, State Representative 
Rick Ryan from the 36th District visited 
Knox County through the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Adopt-a-Legislator program. 
We are very thankful Representative 
Ryan wanted to be part of this pro-
gram and for Representative Norine 
Hammond who recommended our 
pairing!

Seven Board Directors, 
Representative Ryan and friend Jim 
Opaka, Representative Hammond, IFB 
Executive Director of Field Services 
Ryan Ford, IFB Northeast Legislative 
Coordinator Christina Nourie and 
FarmWeekNow Legislative and 
Environmental Affairs Editor Hannah 
Spangler started at the office with lunch 
and conversation.

Board Director Jeff Grady then start-
ed the tour explaining how a combine 
works and how farmers work through 
a field from combine to grain cart to 
truck to elevator. Representative Ryan 

and Jim even got the chance to drive 
the combine! Each took a mason jar of 
corn they harvested home as a keep-
sake from the visit.

Past Board Director Tom Hoben 
and Young Farmer Justin Hoben then 
hosted the group to explain their cattle 
and farming operation. Tom and Justin 
showed different types of cattle feed 
and discussed how the cattle markets 
work.

To wrap up the tour, the group trav-
eled to Leider Greenhouses to visit 
with David Hennenfent and Matt 
Thompson about the connection to the 
Chicago area with the main location 
in Buffalo Grove. The group toured 
greenhouse after greenhouse full of 
poinsettias.

This visit was so successful thanks 
to everyone that took the time to par-
ticipate in the visit. We look forward 
to visiting the Representative’s District 
soon!

New Adopted State Legislator Visits Knox County
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Knox County Agriculture
in the Classroom Update 

The holidays are right around the 
corner, and our WIC office at the Knox 
County Health Department is here to 
offer you support through this busy 
season. 

The WIC program offers nutrition 
education, breastfeeding support, and 
access to healthy foods for pregnant 
and postpartum women, as well as chil-
dren up to the age of 5. Our staff work 
closely with families to assess their 
nutritional needs, connect them with 
resources, and ensure they receive the 
support necessary for healthy growth 
and development. “If times have 
changed for you and you could use a 
little extra help, then please stop at the 
WIC office to verify your eligibility to 
see if we can help you or your family. 
We are here to help lessen the strug-
gle.” states Stacy Bainter, the Director 
of Family Health at the Knox County 
Health Department. 

The WIC food packages provide 
supplemental foods designed to ad-
dress the specific nutritional needs of 
participants. Whether you are preg-
nant, breastfeeding, or postpartum, 
WIC has a food package tailored for 
you. Packages also differ between in-
fants and children aged 1 to 5 years old, 

to offer the best nutrition for their stage 
of growth. To make grocery shopping 
easier, WIC has launched the Illinois 
Interactive Food Guide. This online 
tool can help you quickly identify which 
foods and brands are WIC-approved, 
so there is no guesswork at the gro-
cery store. The guide can be accessed at 
IllinoisWICFoods.org. 

Along with the normal benefits, WIC 
participants are issued Farmer’s Market 
coupons every summer. These coupons 
can be used to buy fresh fruits and veg-
etables from farmers markets or road-
side stands starting in July until the end 
of October. 

If you need breastfeeding guidance, 
look no further. Michelle Rickard, our 
Certified Lactation Counselor (CLC), 
is here to provide support for you and 
your baby to achieve your breastfeed-
ing goals. She can assist you in prena-
tal breastfeeding education, positioning 
and latching, breastmilk storage, and 
handling, and how to overcome com-
mon breastfeeding challenges. 

To learn more about WIC, check your 
eligibility, or ask any questions, call the 
Knox County Health Department at 
(309) 344-0319. 

Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program

As the holidays approach, 
Mrs. Green has been teaching 
kindergarten and first grade students 
about reindeer. Fortunately for Knox 
County, we have a reindeer farm for 
students to visit if they want to see a 
REAL reindeer. 

Prairie Moon Farms in Knoxville 
has helped to educate coordinators 
about reindeer. This year they were so 
gracious and allowed AITC to borrow 
a REAL reindeer antler! Students 
were amazed at the size of the antler, 
and they compared it to two different 
white-tailed deer antlers brought to 
class. They also compared the size 
and shape of horns to antlers. While 
reindeer and white-tailed deer look a 
lot alike, they also have a connection 
to cows. 

Male reindeer are called bulls 

and female reindeer are called cows, 
making their babies a calf ! Students 
enjoyed the up-close experience of 
learning about antlers.

Mrs. Hennenfent has been teaching 
the third, fourth and fifth graders 
about turkeys for the month of 
November. Her focus is on turkey 
production. Female hens lay the eggs 
which hatch in 28 days. The baby 
poults are delivered to farmers on 
heated semi-trucks within 24 hours. 
The poults start in brooding barns 
with warmer temperatures and high 
protein food. After five weeks, they 
move to finishing buildings. 

Female hens and male toms are 
separated when they hatch and kept 
in different buildings. Females are 
processed as whole birds in four 
months and toms are processed into 
sliced deli meats, bacon and sausage 
at five months. 

So, your Thanksgiving turkey is 
a hen and Subway sandwich is from 
toms! Mrs. Hennenfent also brought 
in wild turkey tail feathers so the 
students could see the difference 
between wild and farm turkey feathers. 
We learned their other distinguishing 
characteristics, too. Our goal is always 
to teach students better understanding 
and appreciation for the foods they 
eat!

Recipe of the Month 
Andes Mint Cookies

Ingredients:
•	 1 box chocolate cake mix
•	 1 cup Andes mint baking chips
•	 1/2 cup vegetable oil
•	 2 eggs
•	 20 Andes mint chocolates

Instructions:
1.	 Preheat oven to 

350°F and line a 
cookie sheet with 
parchment paper 
or silicone baking 
mat.

2.	 Combine cake mix, 
eggs, and oil and 
mix until dough 
forms.

3.	 Stir in Andes mint 
pieces.

4.	 Portion out balls of 
dough that are 1 1/2 inch to 2 inches in size.

5.	 Place cookie balls on baking sheet, about 2-3” apart.
6.	 Bake at 350 for 8-10 minutes, until cookies puff up and 

cracks form in the surface.
7.	 Remove from oven and immediately place one 

unwrapped Andes chocolate mint on top of each cookie.
8.	 Wait a couple minutes so that the hot cookies start to 

melt the chocolates. Use an offset spatula or butter knife 
to spread the chocolate on top of the cookies.

9.	 Allow cookies to cool, so chocolate sets.



Knox County Farm Bureau                                                                                Page 7                                                                                                DECEMBER 2025

If you sell your items, please contact the Knox County 
Farm Bureau office at 309-342-2036 or email assistant@
knoxcfb.org, so we can provide our readers with up-to-
date information.

To place ads in the Bulletin or on the website, you must be a 
Knox County Farm Bureau member.  Call 309-342-2036 or email 
us at assistant@knoxcfb.org by the last Friday of each month to 
place your ad.

PrimeTimers 
News

PrimeTimers met on November 18 for the Holiday Meal at PZ’s 
Place & Steakhouse. We missed a few this year but still had a 
great turnout! PrimeTimers will not meet in December. The next 
meeting is the Program of Work meeting on January 20. Please 
call the office to be added to the mailing list if you would like to 
join. Members 55 and older are welcome to join!

FOR SALE: Three David White Realist 
transit items: Meridian 8820 level in hard 
plastic case, with owner’s guide. 9031-
610 tripod, approx. 5’ tall. 7611-902 wood 
rod, 9 ½ feet long in 2 sections. Originally 
purchased from Ken Co., Galesburg in 

the late 1970s. All for $200. Please call 
and leave a message, 309.368.5162.
FOR SALE:  2005 Chevrolet Colorado 
Extended Cab Pickup. 4-Door w/ 6’ bed. 
For details please call - 309-351-8937

IAITC thrives thanks to dedicated county ag literacy 
coordinators, supported by donors, volunteers and  
an agricultural community who know success  
depends on them. THAT’S CAUSE TO CELEBRATE!

T A K I N G  T I M E  T O

$668,150 IN GRANTS TO  
80 AG LITERACY 
COALITIONS

644,000 students reached through Illinois  
Agriculture in the Classroom during the  
2024-2025 school year!

Galesburg, IL 61401 | (309) 341-4360 | www.birkeys.com

START THE NEW YEAR WITH A NEW CASE IH FARMALL

Knox County Young Farmers Rob Link, Matt Hawkinson, Matt Hennenfent, 
and Bill Hennenfent unloaded the 69 cases of oranges and grapefruit off the 
semi-truck in the season’s biggest snowstorm. The oranges and grapefruit 
were part of the items sold by the Young Farmers and Women’s Committee 
for this year’s Holiday Food Sale. 

December 2000
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