
The 2014 Meritorious Service to 
Agriculture Award was awarded to 
David Bliss of Maquon on January 
17, 2015 at the Knox County Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting. 
The Meritorious Service to Agricul-

tural Award began in 1980. The 
award is given to a person or per-
sons who have made an outstand-
ing contribution to the agricultural 
industry in Knox County. A total of 
18 recipients have been awarded 
to date.
Bliss joined the Knox County Farm 

Bureau in 1957 and began farming 
in 1959. His operation has includ-
ed hogs and cattle and he currently 
raises corn and soybeans. He was a 
Knox County Corn Growers found-
ing member and is a member of the 
Knox County Pork Producers, where 
he served a term as President. 
In 1973, he was named the Knox 

County Outstanding Farmer and 
was awarded third place in the Il-
linois Outstanding Farmer Competi-
tion. He served on the Riverland FS, 
now West Central FS, Board of Di-
rectors and as President from 1997 
until 2003, when he retired from the 
Board. In 2007, he received his 50 
year Farm Bureau member plaque.
He has served on the Galesburg 

Regional Economic Development 

Association, or GREDA, as an ag-
riculture representative. During his 
time with GREDA he served on the 
Executive Committee as both Secre-
tary and Treasurer. He was named 
Illinois Master Farmer in 2011. 
He has served two tenures, for a to-

tal of 20 years, on the Knox County 
Farm Bureau Board of Directors. 

VOL. XCII  USPS 297-360 February 2015 No. 2

KNOX COUNTY FARM BUREAU®

Bulletin
Promoting the understanding of agriculture in our community to improve the profi tability of farmers and enrich the quality of life in Knox County

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FEBRUARY

3 Knox Ag Roundtable, KAC, 12:00 PM
4 Marketing Club, E. Main St. Pizza Hut, 12:30 PM
12 Young Farmers Meeting, KAC, 6:00 PM
16 Foundation Scholarship/Intern Applications Due
16 Food Check-Out Day, Henderson St. Hy-Vee, 8:30 AM
17 Prime Timers Meeting, KAC, 12:00 PM
18 Marketing Club, E. Main St. Pizza Hut, 12:30 PM
19 KCFB Board Meeting, KAC, 7:00 PM
20 Ag Day for Kids, Carl Sandburg College
24 KCFB Foundation Meeting, KAC, 6:30 PM
24 Knox Agri Center Meeting, KAC, 7:30 PM
25-26 GALC, Crowne Plaza, Springfi eld

MARCH
4 Marketing Club, E. Main St. Pizza Hut, 12:30 PM
12 Young Farmers Meeting, KAC, 6:00 PM
18 Marketing Club, E. Main St. Pizza Hut, 12:30 PM
19 KCFB Board Meeting, KAC, 7:00 PM
20 Women in Ag Conference
27 Knox Ag Roundtable, KAC, 12:00 PM 
30-31 Youth Conference, Springfi eld

• Knox County Extension & 4-H 
Facilities Corp.

• West Central FS
• Bard Optical
• Birkey’s Farm Store
• Illinois Farm Bureau
• Martin Sullivan
• ROWVA FFA & Alumni
• Knox Ag Roundtable
• Raff’s Powerwash
• Bob Shipplett & Teresa Sanford-

Shipplett
• Abingdon Banking Center
• ACMcCartney

• Agri Gold Seed
• Brenda & David Bliss
• Compton Accounting
• COUNTRY Financial®
• Engel Family
• F&M Bank
• Connie & Dave Flack
• G&M Distributors
• George Inness
• Monica Stevens
• Knox Galesburg Symphony
• Knox County SWCD
• Kathie Lincoln
• J. DeSutter Family

• Knox County YMCA
• Knox County Corn Growers
• Knox County Pork Producers
• KCFB Young Farmers
• KCFB Women’s Committee
• Kohl’s Diamond Gallery
• Pilot Knob Comforts
• Yemm Chevrolet
• Mary Beth & Gary Bowman
• 1st Farm Credit Services
• Anderson State Bank
• Rebecca & Mike Weber
• T. Main Family

Thank you to the following businesses, organizations, and individuals who donated to the Knox 
County Farm Bureau Foundation’s silent and live auctions at the Knox County Farm Bureau Annual 

Meeting on January 17, 2015. Your generous donations and support is greatly appreciated!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
The Knox County Farm  Bureau would like to welcome the Following to our organization:

Derick Dykeman, Victoria
Aaron & Robyn Feltmeyer, Oneida 

Mark Glowacki, Galesburg 
Skyler Mossage, Moline

Allen & Julie Pickrel, Galesburg 
Edward Weaver, Galesburg

On Saturday, January 17th, over 
100 members and guests of the 
Knox County Farm Bureau gathered 
at the Lake Storey Pavilion, in Gales-
burg for the 97th Annual Meeting of 
the Knox County Farm Bureau. The 
morning began with attendees get-
ting the opportunity to bid on over 
40 silent auction items. 
The business meeting began at 

10:00 a.m. with introductions of 
guests and members of the Board 
of Directors and their spouses. Rep-
resentative Don Moffi tt, Representa-
tive Norine Hammond and Senator 
Darin LaHood were recognized and 
addressed the crowd. 
Each year, a COUNTRY Financial 

Representative is recognized for 
Membership Recruiter of the Year. 
Recognition was given to Jeremy 
Kleine this year as the top recruiter. 
Jeremy signed 21 new associate 
members during 2014. We thank 
all the COUNTRY Financial Repre-
sentatives, staff, and Agency Man-
ager, Mike Weber, for their support 
and hard work throughout the year. 
Knox County Farm Bureau also 

recognized members who joined 
the organization 50 years ago. This 
year, there were seven members 
who joined in 1965 and each re-
ceived a certifi cate of appreciation. 
The Knox County Farm Bureau 

Board of Directors recognized Da-
vid Bliss and Bill Hennenfent for 
their tenure on the Board. David 
Bliss started his second tenure on 
the Board representing District 3 in 
2005. During his time on the Board 
he has been the agriculture repre-

sentative for GREDA and represent-
ed Knox County numerous times at 
the IAA and IAAA annual meetings 
as a delegate. David has been a 
voice for agriculture and the Farm 
Bureau throughout the community 
and in many other organizations as 
well.  We would like to thank you, 
David, for your devotion to the Knox 
County Farm Bureau.
Bill Hennenfent has served the 

county organization for ten years, 
representing district 4 since 2005. 
Bill has been very active on the 
Board, serving as Secretary from 
2009-2012, as well as serving 
on the Farm Business Task Force. 
He has also been active with the 
Knox County 4-H Livestock Judg-
ing.  Under his leadership the Knox 
County team placed second at the 
state competition and most recently, 
the team placed 14th at the Den-
ver competition. Thank you Bill for 
the time you have devoted to Knox 
County Farm Bureau. We will truly 
miss your leadership.
KCFB Manager Kate Lansaw gave 

comments from the past year and 
KCFB President Tim Main addressed 
the crowd with the President’s re-
port. 
Our keynote speaker for the morn-

ing was Mark Gebhards, Illinois 
Farm Bureau Executive Director of 
Governmental Affairs and Com-
modities. In this position, Gebhards 
supervises a staff that handles all 
lobbying and political action func-
tions of the IFB at state, and national 
levels, and assists county Farm Bu-

reaus in local governmental activi-
ties.  He administers programs for 
all commodity activities of the IFB, 
including matters related to farm 
bill implementation, biotechnology, 
trade, and other commodity issues.  
He also serves on President Gue-
bert’s management team.
Gebhards also coordinates IFB ac-

tivities with closely related commod-
ity groups, including Illinois Corn 
Growers Association, Illinois Soy-
bean Association, and Illinois Milk 
Producers Association. 
The Young Farmers Committee 

held a county township fundraiser 
and earned $400. The money will 
be donated to area food banks in 
Knox County.     
Following the business meeting, 

the live auction was conducted by 
Auctioneer Jim Folger. Over $5,200 
was raised from the live and silent 
auction and the money will direct-
ly benefi t the Ag in the Classroom 
program through the Knox County 
Farm Bureau Foundation. Thank you 
to everyone who donated and pur-
chased items. It was a huge success 
again this year thanks to everyone 
who contributed to the great cause.
The morning concluded with a 

lunch buffet and a fi nal opportunity 
to bid on silent auction items. Thank 
you to everyone in attendance at the 
meeting and who helped make the 
day a success.  

Knox County Farm Bureau 
97th Annual Meeting

2014 KCFB Board Directors (L to R) front row: Tim Main, Lori Engel, Terry Boydstun, Jim DeSutter, Todd West, Monica Stevens, 
Beau Bewley, Bill Hennenfent, Pat Sieboldt. Back row: David Bliss, Grant Strom, Jeff Link, Nathan Link, Joe Webel, David 
Erickson, Sam Serven. Not pictured: Becky King, Tom Hoben, Jarid Cain, & Drew DeSutter.

Robert Boyer
Donald Cain
Roy Carlson

Dale Carlson
Michael Gehring
Carroll Tomson

Robert Tracy

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the following Knox County Farm Bureau members 
who were recognized at the Knox County Farm Bureau Annual 
Meeting for their 50 year membership of the organization. We thank 
you for your loyalty and support over the past 50 years. 

Thank You

Bliss Honored at Annual Meeting

KCFB President Tim Main presented Roy Carlson with his 50 year member 
certifi cate.

Knox Agri Center’s 2014 Meritorious 
Service to Agriculture Award was pre-
sented to David Bliss at the 2015 KCFB 
Annual Meeting at which he was also 
honored for retiring from the KCFB 
Board of Directors.
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Once upon a time, a few decades ago, 
our family fed nearly all of our farm-grown 
grain and hay crops to our own hogs and 
cattle. China’s food import needs in that era 
proved as distant a thought as the country 
itself.

This winter, while our family meets farm 
bill deadlines and digs out of snow storms, 
we learn the status and condition of the 

from the depths of rural Illinois farm country. 
The feeling seems globally mutual. Farmers 

and agriculturalists from China and Brazil 
have toured local farms and agribusinesses. 
Likewise, local farmers, including relatives 
and friends, have toured several countries, 
such as Cuba, China, Egypt and Argentina. 
The Illinois Farm Bureau makes some of 
these trips possible with recent market 
study tours to the European Union, Cuba, 
Panama-Colombia and last year, the port 
infrastructure in the Southern United States. 

Illinois’ amazing river system, an artery 
to the world, expands market opportunities 
for our corn and soybean crops. Yet, each 
agricultural sector has found its global niche. 
I once interviewed a Utah alfalfa farm that 
sells hay to the Pacifi c Rim. Another time, a 
Michigan dairy plant shared how it markets 
milk powder to Algeria. And an Alabama 
lumber company told its history of pine 
lumber shipments to Caribbean countries.

Food and fi ber speaks many languages.
About the Author: Joanie Stiers, a wife, 

mother and farm woman, writes from rural 
West-Central Illinois.
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South American corn and soybean harvests 
at farm meetings, on the internet and in farm 
publications. Routine market reports we read 
will share news about China’s latest soybean 
demand or what products the European 
Union may begin to accept. Even exports 
of Russian wheat or Irish beef impact us. 
And talk of Cuban trade sparks agricultural 
interest. 

The farm marketplace proves as much global 
as local and domestic for our family grain 
and livestock farm in rural Illinois. The word 
global in itself lends another reason to forgo 
the storybook farmer stereotype, which seems 
as hard to separate from farms as “future 
farmers” from FFA. Those of us in the soybean 
fi elds know that customers and competitors 
in China and South America infl uence our 
profi tability, even out here where life appears 
simple, private and generally detached from 
the hubbub of the world.

In fact, we live 180 miles from an airport 
with non-stop fl ights abroad. I personally 
enjoy the distance from high-population 
areas. As a self-claimed homebody, I seldom 
travel and express limited interest in foreign 
tours. Yet I’m aware of the global impacts on 
our crops in terms of demand and value even 

Illinois Farms Share 
Global Connection

Members are always welcome 
at Knox County Farm Bureau’s 
Board of Director meetings. They 
are held the third Thursday of 
each month. Please call for times.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DISTRICT I
Jarid Cain

Jim DeSutter
David S. Erickson
Monica Stevens

DISTRICT II
Sam Serven, Treasurer
Tim Main, President

Jeff Link
   Terry Boydstun, Secretary

DISTRICT III
Brett Swanson
Tom O’Connor

Tom Hoben
Nathan Link

DISTRICT IV
Matt Hennenfent

Pat Seiboldt
Becky King

DISTRICT V
Todd West

Grant Strom, Vice President
Beau Bewley
Joe Webel

Tara Bohnert Yoder
Young Farmers Representative

Lori Engel
Women’s Comm. Representative

Farm Bureau Staff
Manager - Kate Lansaw

Administrative Assistant - Jackie Reedy
AITC Specialist - Teresa Sanford-Shipplett

AITC Specialist - Mary Beth Bowman

Managers, Affi liated Organizations
Kate Lansaw - Mgr., Knox Agri Center

Kate Lansaw - Reg. Agent, Knox County
Farm Bureau Foundation

Mike Weber - Agency Mgr.
Country Financial

Jim McNelly - West Central FS

Telephone:
309-342-2036

Offi ce Hours
Monday thru Friday

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
We reserve the right to reject any or all 

news material or advertisements
offered to this paper.

PLEASE REPORT ANY CHANGES IN 
YOUR ADDRESS TO OUR OFFICE.

Thank You
KNOX COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Celebrate Food Check-Out Week!
Knox County Farm Bureau’s Food Check-

Out Day is February 16, 2015. This year, 
we are focusing on helping Americans 
learn how to stretch their grocery dollars 
with healthy, nutritious food. America’s 
farmers and ranchers are committed to 
producing safe, healthy and abundant 
food. And they share a common concern 
with consumers when it comes to putting 
nutritious meals on the table while sticking 
to a tight budget.  

Food Check-Out Week highlights 
America’s safe, abundant and affordable 
food supply, made possible largely by 
America’s productive farmers and ranchers. 
According to the most recent (2009) 
information from the USDA’s Economic 
Research Service, American families and 
individuals spend, on average, less than 
10 percent of their disposable personal 
income for food.

As part of Food Check-Out Week, Knox 
County Farm Bureau is sponsoring their 
annual Grocery Race at the Henderson 
Street HyVee store in Galesburg. The event 
will be held Monday, February 16th with 
the race beginning at 8:30 a.m. Galesburg 
Radio FM 95 will be broadcasting the race. 

Ted and Eric from FM95’s morning show 

will be the two Knox County celebrities 
that will race against each other, along 
with two lucky listeners from FM 95. Each 
team will be given a grocery list and race 
against each other to collect as many items 
as they can within a few minutes. The 
food collected will be donated to FISH of 
Galesburg. The event is sponsored by the 

Knox County Corn Growers Association, 
and Knox County Farm Bureau Women’s 
Committee and Young Farmers.   

So join us on February 16th at Henderson 
Street HyVee! Come learn how to stretch 
your grocery dollars with healthy, nutritious 
food, all while having fun watching the 
grocery race! 

I am Tara Bohnert Yoder, the new Young 
Farmer committee chair.  I grew up in Rock 
Island County on my family’s grain, hog and 
Jersey dairy farm.  The dairy started as a 4-H 
project for my two older brothers and myself.  
Today they farm 1,500 acres and milk 450 
registered Jersey cows.  

I attended the University of Illinois and 
earned a B.S. degree in Animal Sciences with 
a focus in Business, Industry & Management.  
The family farm was not big enough for 
me to return to full time so I entered the 
business side of the industry.  I am the Jersey 
Marketing Manager for Alta Genetics where 
I have been employed for twelve years.  
This position includes consulting with sales 
staff and clients around the globe to create 
genetic plans and offering product guidance 
to maximize profi tability. In addition, I 
manage our Jersey production, inventory, 
allocations and product lineup.  

Since coming to Knox County, I have been 
involved with Young Farmers and the Women’s Committee.  It has been exciting to work on educating Moms with the Warren-Henderson 
Knox County Farm Moms.  I also work with Rock Island County by representing the dairy industry for their AgXperience program for 
elementary students.  Educating others about Agriculture is a passion of mine.  

My husband Eric and I have been married for ten years.  He is the Business Manager at LG Seeds.  We have two beautiful daughters 
Abigail age 3 and Kaitlyn age 1.  

Young Farmers Elect New Chair
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WOMENS COMMITTEE - 
Lori Engel
The Committee discussed new ideas 

to implement in 2015. The Plan of 
Work (POW) will be discussed during 
the next meeting.
YOUNG FARMERS -
Kate Lansaw
The 2015 offi cers were elected. Tara 

Yoder, Chair; David Larson, Vice-Chair; 
Jennifer Delpierre, Secretary; Andrew 
Johnson, Treasurer; Social/Recruitment 
Chair, Drew DeSutter.

Drew DeSutter, Tyler Main and Kate 
will be attending the Young Leader 
Conference on January 23-24 in 
Bloomington.
MEMBER RELATIONS TASK
FORCE – Tom Hoben 
The Membership report was reviewed. 
The list of 50 year recipients was 

reviewed.
GOVERNMENT & POLICY TASK
FORCE – Beau Bewley
Viewpoint Survey questions were 

discussed. 
Tim Main, Terry Boydstun and Kate 

Lansaw attended the Illinois House 
Inauguration at the Capital on the 
January 14th. 

Lauren Lurkins will discuss Nutrient 

Loss Reduction on Tuesday, February 
3rd at Knox Agri Center.
FARM BUSINESS TASK FORCE –   
David S. Erickson
There will be a Farm Bill Meeting on 

January 26 at 8 a.m. at the Lake Storey 
Pavilion. Doug Yoder and Jonathan 
Coppess will be presenting.
EDUCATION TASK FORCE – 
Jarid Cain
We will be starting the monthly 

updates to the 5th grade classroom in 
January. Kate has a schedule of who 
will be assigned to which month.
PRIMETIMERS – Kate Lansaw
The next meeting will be on January 

20 to plan their POW.
FOUNDATION – Kate Lansaw
Met on November 25. Raised the 

Internship Scholarship from $1,000 to 
$1,500. 

Applications for the internship and 
the scholarship are due on February 
16, 2015.
KNOX AGRI-CENTER – 
Grant Strom
The Meritorious Service to Agriculture 

Award recipient was chosen and will 
be announced at the KCFB Annual 
Meeting on January 17.

KAC donated the wooden folding 
tables to the fairgrounds and replaced 
them with new plastic folding tables. 
ILLINOIS FARM FAMILIES -
Lori Engel 
We will be planning a DISH session 

at HyVee in January where moms can 
join us to prepare freezer meals to take 
home. While there, the committee will 
engage in conversation about where 
the food comes from and address any 
concerns brought up.
OLD BUSINESS
The Auditor Jennifer Coombs was 

present to discuss the 2014 Audit.

NEW BUSINESS
St. Louis Science Center Agriculture 

Display was discussed. Illinois Farm 
Bureau will match county donation if 
$1,000 or more. 

The KCFB Annual Meeting is January 
17, 2015. Bill Hennenfent and David 
Bliss will be retiring from the Board. 
There will be four open seats on KCFB 
Board but three will be fi lled with the 
elections at the Annual Meeting. Mark 
Gebhards, IFB Governmental Affairs 
and Commodities, is the keynote 
speaker. 

Kate reviewed the changes to be 
made to the KCFB Bylaws. There was 
a short discussion about the changes. 

These changes will be brought before 
the membership at the KCFB Annual 
Meeting.

The Governmental Affairs Leadership 
Conference is February 25-26, 2015.
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NEWS FROM COUNTRY FINANCIAL

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Knox County Farm Bureau was held on Thursday, January 15, 2015

Imagine how much easier your life 
would be if you knew exactly how long 
you would live.  You would know how 
much money to save for retirement.  You 
would know whether you should prepare 
for nursing care.  You could be certain 
to leave money for your loved ones.

The average American life span is 
almost 79 years, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.  
While we can’t look to a crystal ball to 
predict our own life span, we can take a 
pretty good guess with Age Predictor, a 
tool from COUNTRY  Financial available 
online at countryagepredictor.com.

Here’s how it works.  The interactive 
program asks you a series of questions 
about your diet, alcohol consumption, 
smoking habits, stress level, family 
history and driving distance to work.  
Based on your answers, Age Predictor 
uses the latest actuarial information from 
COUNTRY to predict how long you’ll 
live.  

The goal isn’t just to help you learn 
how long you may expect to live.  It’s 
aimed at helping you learn how to 
live.  As you answer each question, 
Age Predictor offers tips to improve the 
quality and length of your life.  Here are 

some examples:
People who have a larger number 

of friends might live up to nine years 
longer than those with few friends.

Alcohol has a severe effect on nutrition.  
Not only do alcoholics often eat poorly, 
they are malnourished because alcohol 
affects the overall digestion process.

Just a 10 percent reduction in body 
weight can lead to improvements in 
weight-related disorders in obese 
people.

If you want to see how many years 
you can add to your life, modify your 
Age Predictor answers.  If you smoke, 
tell Age Predictor you quit, and watch 
your predicted life span increase.  Same 
with weight.  If you tell the program you 
weigh 30 pounds less than you actually 
do, years are added to your life.

Small changes can have a signifi cant 
effect on your life span.  Maybe it’s 
just a matter of exercising for 20 more 
minutes a week, or wearing your seat 
belt whenever you drive.  Living longer 
can be an easy task.

COUNTRY created Age Predictor 
because we want more people to 
understand how the choices we make 

on a daily basis can affect them in the 
years to come.  We also want more 
people to know that it’s never too late to 
change their habits.    

And that makes Age Predictor 
better than a crystal ball because you 

have the power to change your own
future.  

How Long Will You Live?

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

NAME                                 November    December    January

Bewley, Beau P P P

Bliss, David  P P P

Boydstun, Terry P P P

Cain, Jarid A P P

DeSutter, Jim A P P

Engel, Lori P P P

Erickson, David S P P P

Hennenfent, Bill  P P P

Hoben, Tom  P P P

King, Becky P P P

Link, Jeff P P P

Link, Nathan A P P

Main, Tim  P P P

Serven, Sam P P P

Seiboldt, Pat P A P

Stevens, Monica P P P

Strom, Grant P P P

Webel, Joe A P A

West, Todd P P P
( c ) Cancelled

AGENT SPOTLIGHT
Name: Ed Johnson
Years with COUNTRY: 9 years 
Offi ce Address: 180 S Soangetaha Rd, Ste 103, 
Galesburg, IL   61401 
Phone: 309-342-1646
eMail Address: ed johnson@countryfi nancial.com
Family: Carie - wife; Daughters - Cora and Ellie

Education: Bachelor of Science - Agriculture Business,
 Western Illinois University

Designations: Investment Solutions Representative
 Awards: All American, Executive Club, Million Dollar
          Round Table
Mission Statement: To deliver honest, straightforward answers to everyone; turning clients 
from being customers into being lifetime friends.

Board Meeting
Attendance
2014-2015

Ed Johnson
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Statement From The Illinois Farm Bureau Regarding President Obama’s State Of The Union Address
The following is a statement from Illinois 

Farm Bureau (IFB) President Richard Gue-
bert, Jr., regarding President Obama’s 
State of the Union address.
 Statement on Obama tax plan
 “Illinois Farm Bureau opposes Presi-

dent’s Obama’s plan to increase the 
capital gains tax. Good tax policy sets 
capital gains tax rates at a lower level 
to encourage business investments that 
grow the economy and create jobs.  
 “Unfortunately, the President’s proposal 

would dramatically increase the tax bill 
for any farmer who sells land, buildings 
or breeding livestock. Farmers usually 
pay the top rate of 20 percent plus the 
3.8 percent Medicare surtax because 
their capital gains are realized in a single 
year, for example, when a farm is sold.
 “The impact of capital gains taxes on 

farming is signifi cant because production 
agriculture requires large investments 

in land and buildings that are held for 
decades during which land values can 
more than triple. The higher the capital 
gains rate, the greater disincentive there 
is for owners to sell. And that would 
make it more diffi cult for new farmers to 
get started and prevent established farm-
ers from expanding their operations to 
include the next generation. In general, 
high capital gains rates hinder a farmer’s 
ability to react quickly to market signals 
and change their business model by sell-
ing assets and reinvesting.
“IFB also is concerned that President 

Obama proposes repeal of the ‘stepped 
up’ basis which protects farmers and 
small business owners from enormous 
tax bills when they inherit the family busi-
ness. Farming in Illinois is generational. 
Removing the ‘step-up’ will result in a 
new tax on farmers, possibly at the death 
of a parent.  

 “The Obama tax plan states that any 
new tax would not be due on inherited 
small family-owned and operated busi-
nesses until the business is sold. But no 
defi nitions of ‘small’ or ‘family-owned’ 
are provided, so it is uncertain how 
many farmers would be protected from 
paying capital gains taxes when a fam-
ily member dies, not to mention the com-
plexity this adds to an already complex 
and confusing federal tax code.
 “IFB hopes Congress will consider the 

president’s proposals to increase the 
capital gains tax and repeal ‘stepped up 
basis’ to be dead on arrival.”
 Statement on Trade Promotion Author-

ity
 “As an association that represents farm-

ers who export billions of dollars’ worth 
of production each year, IFB strongly 
supports President Obama’s call for Con-
gress to pass trade promotion authority 

and will work with our congressional del-
egation to build support to expand ex-
port opportunities for Illinois farmers with
the ratifi cation of new multi-lateral trade
agreements. We encourage the Adminis-
tration to wrap up talks this year on the
Trans Pacifi c Partnership.”
Statement on Cuba
“Illinois Farm Bureau supports President

Obama’s historic efforts to normalize the
U.S. relationship with Cuba. Our mem-
bers believe that Cuba should be buying
corn, soybeans, wheat, rice and poultry
from American producers, not from South
America, Europe or Asia. We also be-
lieve that a new policy toward Cuba is
needed, that Americans should be able
to freely travel to Cuba and purchase
their goods, and that the 53-year embar-
go has failed to foster democracy and hu-
man rights in Cuba.”

“Know Your Environment: Legislative, 
Regulatory & Political” is the theme for the 
2015 Illinois Farm Bureau Governmental 
Affairs Leadership Conference (GALC) 
scheduled for February 25-26, 2015 at 
the Crowne Plaza in Springfi eld.  With two 
days of general sessions and workshops, 
you will know your environment and how 
politics, regulators, and legislation affect 
your farm, along with timely information 
and tools you need to help advance the 
agenda of farmers and agriculture to 
protect your bottom line. 
 GALC workshop sessions will focus 

on a number of issues including farm 
bill, local government, transportation, 
environment, and legislative issue 
updates. Also, included this year will 
be a “Political Track” highlighting the 
challenges and opportunities in today’s 
political environment.
 One of the keynote sessions will 

discuss the ever growing role of the EPA 

and regulators on agriculture. Gary 
Baise is a principal attorney at OFW law 
fi rm in Washington, D.C. specializing 
on the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, 
National Environmental Policy Act, and 
many other areas. Gary has worked on 
the inside of the EPA as its fi rst Chief of 
Staff to the Administrator and numerous 
roles for other Federal Agencies. He also 
contributes to the weekly “Defending 
Agriculture” blog.
 Again this year, you’ll see fi rsthand 

what happens when hundreds of 
farmers, just like you, partner together 
on issues during the Statewide Legislative 
Reception on Wednesday evening.
 The cost of the conference is $50 for 

Wednesday only, $30 for Thursday only, 
or $70 for both days (a savings of $10).
 To register for the conference or to 

obtain additional information, contact 
the Knox County Farm Bureau at 309-
342-2036 or knoxcfb@knoxcfb.org.

IFB Governmental Affairs Leadership Conference 
Set For Feb. 25-26, 2015



You all have so many good reasons 
to keep your family’s teeth and gums 
healthy. Their sparkling smiles. Being 
able to chew for good nutrition. 
Avoiding toothaches and discomfort. 
Fortunately, there are simple ways 

to keep teeth strong and healthy from 
childhood to old age. Here’s how: 
1. Start children early. Dental 

care should begin as soon as a child’s 
fi rst tooth appears, usually around six 
months. Teeth can be wiped with a 
clean, damp cloth or a very soft brush. 
At about age 2, you can let kids try 
brushing for themselves. 
2. Seal off trouble. Permanent 

molars come in around age 6. Thin 
protective coatings applied to the 
chewing surfaces of the back teeth can 
prevent decay in the pits and fi ssures. 
Talk to your dental professional. 
3. Use enough—but not too 

much fl uoride. Fluoride strengthens 
enamel, making it less likely to decay. 
Three out of four Americans drink water 
that has fl uoride in it. Many toothpastes 
and mouth rinses also contain fl uoride. 
It should be used sparingly in young 
children, no more than a pea-sized 
dab on the toothbrush. 
4. Brush twice a day and fl oss 

daily.  Gum disease and tooth decay 
remain big problems, and not just for 
older people. 
a. Brush for 2 minutes 

b. Toothbrushes should be changed  
3 to 4 times a year. 

c. People with arthritis or other 
problems may have trouble holding 
a toothbrush or using fl oss. Some 
people fi nd it easier to use an electric 
toothbrush. Others put a foam tube 
over the handle of the toothbrush to 
make it easier to hold. 

5. Block blows to teeth. Sports 
and recreational activities build healthy 
bodies, but they can pose a threat to 
teeth. Most school teams now require 
children to wear mouth guards. But 
remember; unsupervised recreational 
activities like skate-boarding can also 
result in injuries. Use mouth guards to 
help protect your mouth 

6. Don’t smoke or use 
smokeless tobacco. Tobacco stains 
teeth and signifi cantly increases the 
risk of gum disease and oral cancer. 
If you smoke or use chewing tobacco, 
consider quitting. 

7. Eat smart. A healthy diet is 
essential to healthy teeth and gums. 
A well balanced diet of grains, nuts, 
fruits, and vegetables, and dairy 
products will provide the nutrients you 
need. 

8. Avoid sugary foods. When 
bacteria in the mouth breaks down 
simple sugars, they produce acids 
that can erode tooth enamel. Sugary 
drinks, including soft drinks and fruit 
drinks, pose special threat because 
people tend to sip them, raising acid 
levels over a long time. 

9. Make an appointment. 
Recommended to get a dental check-
up every 6 months

Teaching good brushing and 
fl ossing habits, combined with eating 
nutritiously, will help establish a pattern 
of good dental health for your children 
and you. For more information about 
the Knox Community Health Center 
and our medial and dental staff please 
call 309-344-2225 or check out our 
website at www.knoxcountyhealth.org  
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 Health on the Farm
 By the Knox County Health Department

Tips To Healthy Teeth! 
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Looking BackMEMBERSHIP RECRUITERS OF THE MONTH
The Knox County Farm Bureau 

would like to recognize COUN-
TRY Financial Representatives 
Patrick Young, John Ryner, Ed 
Johnson, & Jeremy Kleine as top 
membership recruiters. Patrick, 
John, Ed & Jeremy each signed 
one new associate member in 
January.

PRIMETIMERS NEWS
The PrimeTimers Committee met on 

January 20th and enjoyed a catered lunch. 
Twelve committee members discussed and 
set their plan of work for 2015. The next 

meeting will be on February 17th at 12 PM 
at the Knox Agri Center. The PrimeTimers 
invite those 55+ to attend!

TAKEN FROM THE FEBRUARY 1930 BULLETIN
Figures compiled by the University of Illinois through the Department of Farm 
Organization and Management and Dairy Husbandry show that the average 
cost of keeping a cow for one year was $150.74. Feed and bedding was the 
large item - $84.81. Man labor accounted for $28.99. 
TAKEN FROM THE FEBRUARY 1953 BULLETIN
How can we grow 100 bushels of corn per acre in Knox County is one of the 
questions that will be answered by A.L. Lang of the Soil Department at the 
University of Illinois at a special soils and fertilizer meeting being held in the Farm 
Bureau building. 
TAKEN FROM THE FEBRUARY 1975 BULLETIN
The Knox County Young Farmers Committee will host a good old fashioned square 
dance, intended for the entire Farm Bureau membership. 

Call your COUNTRY Representative for all of your insurance and fi nancial 
needs.

Brownie Hearts

RECIPE OF
THE MONTH

Ingredients
• 1 package fudge brownie mix (13-

inch x 9-inch pan size)
• Confectioners’ sugar, granulated 

sugar, cocoa powder, for coating bites

Directions
1. Prepare brownie mix according to 

package directions. Transfer to a greased 
13-in. x 9-in. baking pan, with waxed 
paper fi t to the bottom. Bake at 325° for 
25-30 minutes or until a toothpick inserted 
near the center comes out clean. Cool 
completely on a wire rack.

2. Run a knife around the edge of the 
pan. Turn out onto baking sheet, and fl ip 
over onto work surface. Use 2 ½ inch 
heart-shaped cookie cutter. Form scraps 
into 1 in balls, and roll them in a coating 
of your choice.

Applications Due 
February 16th!

Internship
The Knox County Farm Bureau Foundation 

is offering an internship with the Knox Coun-
ty Farm Bureau for the summer of 2015. The 
intern will receive a $1,500 scholarship and 
is encouraged to explore the possibility of us-
ing the internship to fulfi ll academic require-
ments for his/her major. 

The internship will begin in the middle of 
May and go until the fi rst part of August. The 
individual will be required to work between 
20-25 hours per week, and this includes sev-
eral night meetings and attendance at activi-
ties. However, the schedule will be fl exible to 
suit the intern’s availability. 

Scholarship
The Knox County Farm Bureau Foundation 

is currently accepting applications for the 
Thomas Lincoln Scholarship, awarded annu-
ally in memory of Thomas Lincoln, a Knox 
County Farm Bureau Young Farmer who 
died in a tragic car accident. A $500 schol-
arship will be given in the spring of 2015 
to a graduating high school senior who is a 
Knox County resident and has been accept-
ed into an agricultural or agricultural-related 
curriculum at any college or university in the 
fall of 2015. Selection is based on a combi-
nation of academic achievement, ag-related 
youth activities, as well as community and 
civic activities and a 250-500 word essay.

For more information and/or an applica-
tions, please contact the Knox County Farm 
Bureau offi ce at 309/342-2036; e-mail: 
knoxcfb@knoxcfb.org; or visit our website: 
www.knoxcfb.org/foundation/internship. 

309-483-8011 l AndersonStateBank.com

Oneida, IL

Member FDIC

Let us help you

achieve your goals

in 2015.

Let us help you

achieve your goals

in 2015.

Patrick Young John Ryner  Ed Johnson

FOR SALE: Large, round grass hay bales, net 
wrapped, $40 each. Call 309-344-2077 or 
309-351-6792. 2/15
LOOKING FOR: Farm Shop Manager. 
Galesburg area farm seeks a full time person 
with a large amount of mechanical experience 
for daily/seasonal repair and maintenance 
of entire John Deere fl eet, trucks and other 
equipment. We will hire a detail oriented, 
well organized person, pay package 
commensurate to level of experience and 
ability. Please leave a message at 309-341-
1600. 2/15
FOR SALE: 2010 JD 2210 Field Cultivator 
50 1/2’ Perma-loc, 200# Shanks, 6”spacing, 
coil tine harrow, Accu-depth, corner post 
display, $52,900 OBO located in Galesburg, 
IL. Call 309-337-1600. 2/15
FOR SALE: 2013 JD625F HydraFlex platform 
w/cart, used on 1000 acres. 1995 Hagie 
284C Sprayer w/Outback 360, Hiniker 
monitor and trailer. 2000 JD726 Mulch 
Finisher, 25’ w/5-rank spring tine harrow. 
Call 309-875-3482. 2/15
WANTED: White, silky bantam rooster & 
one pair each white and gray call ducks. Call 
344-2358. 2/15
FOR SALE: Craftsman wood lathe complete 
with tools. Call 344-2358. 2/15
BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP OFFERED: to 
assist in marketing a newly developed 
hydraulic suspension device for positioning 
massive delicate loads in the power 
engineering fi eld. A much needed tool in the 
strategic service and setting of gas power 
turbines for cost-effective conversion of fuel 
to electricity. Tremendous fi nancial reward 
for investment. Phone 309-375-5260 for 
discussion. 1/15

FOR SALE: Model 200E 20 ga-3”chamber 
custom crafted for Ithaca by SKB Japan, 
perfect for upland, 25” double barrel 
collectors side by side heavily engraved, 
recoil pad & trigger lock, perfect condition 
& case. Misc. shells, accessories, & cleaning 
equipment. All hunting clothing, 2 pairs pants, 
3 orange jackets & hoody, 3 pairs of boots, 2 
gun racks. All for $1,000. Owner failing. Call 
309-375-5260. 1/15
FOR SALE: Full line of very good and clean 
John Deere farm equipment. 9570 STS 
Combine 870/667 hrs, 8 row head & 25 ft. 
platform, 8130 front wheel assist tractor w/2, 
100 hrs, 1770CCS 16-Row planter, J&M 
1,000 bu. grain cart, 980 fi eld cult., 750 
bushel wagons. Call Ron 309-368-8385 and 
see photos on www.ronladuke.com 1/15
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom condo at Four 
Seasons Racquet & Country Club, June 28-July 
5, 2015 in Lake of the Ozarks. $850. Call 
Ken Walker 309-230-7227.1/15
FOR SALE: Low vision eye machine. Call 
309-368-3539 12/14
WANTED: Scrap farm machinery, iron 
piles, junk cars and trucks. Call 309-525-
1559 12/14
FOR SALE: 2 story, full basement, 2 car 
detached garage, handy-man’s special, 
Priced to sell, As is, No Warranty House. 309-
299-3572 11/14
FOR SALE:  25 Large, white geese, 2-3 
years old, not for eating.  Call 309-335-
1316  11/14

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
To place ads in the Bulletin or on the website, you must be a 
Knox County Farm Bureau member. Call 309-342-2036 or e-mail us 
at jreedy@knoxcfb.org  by the last Friday of each month to place the ad.

If you sell your items, please contact the 
Knox County Farm Bureau offi ce at 309-
342-2036 or email jreedy@knoxcfb.org, 
so we can provide our readers with up-to-
date information.
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