COMPLIED RESULTS FROM VIEWPOINT SURVEY 2011
Voting member - 15                  


Associate member - 1                         

The KCFB Farm Business Task Force has held meetings focused on marketing, wind energy and crop agronomics.  What types of programs would you like to see offered that address specific issues of your farm business?  

· Report wind energy information

· Government compliance

· Marketing (including inputs, not just grain and stock)

· Workshop on the avenues of improving personal and industry image (social media, interacting with urban culture, etc.)

· County issues: taxes, GREDA, County Board, etc.

· Generational structure and transition

· Program on marketing techniques such as puts, options, etc.

· Internet security and scams

· Internet purchasing

· Livestock issues

· Marketing

· Legal aspect

· Host managers of Chicago restaurants and introduce them to family farms and sustainable agriculture

Knox County Farm Bureau currently conducts an extensive Ag in the Classroom program in an attempt to educate grade school students in Knox County about agriculture.  Is this adequate or should more resources be directed to a broader audience?

· Please continue and expand

· More resources be directed to a broader audience

· Ms. Aggie does an excellent job of promoting AITC in Knox County.

· Ms. Aggie does a wonderful job. If funds are available, I would like to see funds used for county events like Taste of Galesburg or Home Cooking School.

· Expand to wider Ag Ed Demographic

· Explore alternatives

· Keep up the good program that you currently have in place

· AITC needs to continue to focus on school children

· More info on how our food supple is safe

· Very good! Teresa is great! Don’t overwork her.

· Adequate

· This program should be intensified, but focused. Put more resources into a multi-age approach. Start in grade school, partner with FFA Chapters to hold those chapters recruit new members and work with statewide universities and colleges to recruit new students.

KCFB currently purchases advertising on local radio stations to educate and inform listeners on a variety of agriculture, but mostly Farm Bureau topics.  Should we direct our media buys at educating consumers about agriculture topics or focus on informing them about Farm Bureau activities and programs?
· The bottom line is for us to continue and grow – we must educate consumer
· About agriculture topics and how farmers are improving the lives of the consumer

· Educating consumers! Farm Bureau activities and programs are good, but our image to uneducated consumers is our greatest threat

· Both – Focus on FB activities and ag consumer info. Many will not be interested in FB activities, so use space to target those who don’t know of organization

· I feel there should be more emphasis on educating without losing the announcement of FB activities

· Both are important, but educating consumers about agriculture topics should have more focus

· Ag Topics

· Education (other options for recruitment/retention)

· Both – 50/50

· Use more ag topics and food safety

· Dialogue with consumers should be a priority. Cooperating with regional advertising programs is good.

· Food safety and environmental safety

· Focus on ag topics and work on food vs. fuel

· Livestock ads are great!

· Educating consumers

· Yes

Would you be interested in receiving Action Alerts on specific legislative issues form KCFB and Illinois Farm Bureau that would allow you to be more involved in contacting legislators, state and national, on an as needed basis to show Farm Bureau support/opposition to proposed legislation?   

Yes – 12

No - 2


The KCFB currently has an extensive list of member benefit discounts with local and state businesses.  Do you find these discounts useful?  Do you have suggestions to update or change the benefits program?

· Yes (5)

· Limited
· They are useful – How about more restaurants?

· Benefits don’t matter to me – the causes matter

· Yes. Great! Wish I had a list to keep in my purse

· We use them occasionally 

· Yes. It would be helpful to give a sign or window sticker to local businesses that accept the discounts to remind members and potential members of discounts available

· Yes – very frequently. Encourage businesses to become members and highlight a group each month

· Yes. Highlight a business offering discount in the monthly newsletter each month

What should KCFB focus on in the next twelve months? Please Rank in order of importance (1 being of highest importance)

1. Legislation/Policy Development

2. Ag Education

3. Election Education

4. Farm Profitability

5. Member Relations/Information

6. County Publications

7. Info & Education

Other – County Government Watchdog
If you were going to suggest any changes to our current Annual Meeting process, what would they be?

· This was a very good meeting

· This year was a nice change of pace – we need to know more about our local activities

· A little less introductions – priority in program will cover a lot 

· I like the later morning meeting and not having a speaker is ok.

· I liked the meeting today

· Eat first

· This was just ok. Food was great, too.

